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Delors Calls For ‘Economic Security Council’ 


AU3001105695 Paris AFP in English 1023 GMT 
30 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Davos, Switzerland, Jan 30 
(AFP)}—Former EU head Jacques Delors called Monday 
for a new Economic Security Council to coordinate 
world economic policy, saying current bodies like the G7 
failed to approach issues from a global perspective. 


The ex-European Commission president told the World 
Economic Forum in Davos that the rise of Asia as the 
world’s dominant economic region, and the need for a 
more coherent approach to world economic policy, made 
the establishment of such a body essential. 


“Over 15 years of attending G7 meetings I must say that 
I was always struck that they never treated problems 
globally, but just one at a time,” he told a press confer- 
ence in the sidelines of the Davos meeting, which began 
last Thursday and cioses Tuesday. 


“I must be frank and say they did not come up with 
many positive conclusions. I saw few concrete deci- 
sions,” he said. 


The proposal for an Economic Security Council, under 
UN auspices, was a key element in a report on reform of 
the United Nations released at the start of the Davos 
meeting by the Commission on Global Governance. 
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Delors, who ended 10 years as EU head last week, is a 
member of the Global Governance Commission, and 
revealed Monday that he had made the proposal. 


He said that changing patterns of world trade—in par- 
ticular increasing economic strength in Asia—made a 
more global approach essential. 


“In 1990 the leading regions in terms of spending power 
were the European Union, the United States, followed by 
the Asian region... in 2000 the Asian region will be on 
top. It is unimaginable that they should be absent from 
global discussions,” he said. 


Giving details of the Security Council proposal, he said it 
would comprise “the heads of state of the major world 
powers, representatives of international! financial insti- 
tutions, and leaders of regional economic organiza- 
tions.” 


Asked which countries he saw as being included, he 
named China, the European Union, Japan, Russia and 
the United States. He said the organization would 
include “no more than 15 members,” and would meet 
annually. 


The World Economic Forum meeting in Davos brings 
together 1.500 of the world’s leading politicians and 
business leaders for six days of brainstorming on the 
world’s most pressing problems. 
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Major’s European Vision Delt ‘Unprecedented 
Attack’ 


MS2901102295 London THE SUNDAY TIMES in 
English 29 Jan 95 p I 


[Report by Andrew Grice and Michael Prescott: “Brus- 
sels Wrecks Major's Hopes of European Unity”] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] John Major's attempt to block 
further European integration and reunite the Conserva- 
tive party suffered a serious setback yesterday when 
Jacques Santer, the new European commission presi- 
dent, demanded another leap towards a “United States 
of Europe”. 


In an unprecedented attack, Santer called for Britain’s 
right to veto EC laws to be limited and the European 
parliament to be given more power. 


His outburst, which infuriated British ministers, came 
only two days after the cabinet agreed to try to curtail the 
powers of Brussels at next year’s “Maastricht 2” confer- 
ence on the EC’s future. 


Santer’s speech, to a conference in Davos, Switzerland 
reopened Tory divisions on Europe last night. It was 
welcomed by Tory Euro-enthusiasts worried about the 
cabinet’s new anti-Brussels line but condemned by min- 
isters and Eurosceptic M"'s. 


Santer’s federalist manifesto will also cause embarrass- 
ment to Major, who said he was the “right man” to 
succeed Jacques Delors when Britain vetoed moves by 
France and Germany to install Jean-Luc Dehaene last 
June. 


Ministers will raise the stakes in their new battle with 
Brussels this week. The prime minister is expected to tell 
the Thatcherite Conservative Way Forward group on 
Friday that he rejects any weakening of Britain's veto in 
next year’s EC review. 


“The prime minister ts determined not to accept any 
extension of majority voting,” one minister said yes- 
terday. Major will also say his government will continue 
the reforms started by Baroness Thatcher who is presi- 
dent of the mghtwing group. 


Santer’s demands will be rebuffed tomorrow by Malcolm 
Rifkind, the defence secretary. Speaking in Brussels, 
Rifkind will warn that creating a federal Europe could 
spell the end of democracy. He will insist that the nation 
state must be “the basic building-block”’. 


Rifkind’s Eurosceptic speech will be widely seen as a bid 
for the Foreign Office if Douglas Hurd decides to retire 
from the cabinet this summer. Hurd’s intentions are still 
unclear, say friends. 


Rifkind strongly opposes a single European currency. 
Some Eurosceptics said yesterday they would welcome 
his appointment as foreign secretary but other Tory 
MPs, who want a right-wing Eurosceptic in the Foreign 
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Office, are lobbying for Michael Portillo, the employ- 
ment secretary Peter Lilley, the social security secretary. 
or Michael Howard, the home secretary. Major however, 
is urging Hurd to stay until the next election. 


Santer warned in his keynote speech that the expanding 
15-member EC could “grind to a halt unless we stream- 
line Our composition, working methods and decision- 
making procedures”. 


This was taken in Whitehall as a clear signal that he 
would press for more decisions to be taken by majority 
voting instead of unanimous agreement, which can be 
blocked by one country exercising its veto. 


The commission president said a “common defence 
policy” would be another key issue at next year’s talks. 
He also said the EC should press ahead with plans for a 
single currency by 1997 if possible and 1999 at the latest. 


Portillo, who is attending the same conference in Swit- 
zerland, rejected Santer’s demand. It would be “very 
difficult” for the economies of EC members to move 
closer together by 1997, he said. 


Jeremy Hanley, the Tory party chairman, said a single 
currency by 1997 was “an impossibility”. 


Tory MPs reacted angrily to the declaration by Santer, 
who was previously prime minister of Luxembourg. “He 
comes from a country that is hardly even a nation, has ro 
electorate to answer to, and needs to be knocked off his 
perch before he parrots any more of this nonsense,” said 
Alan Duncan, chairman of the Tory backbench consti- 
tutional affairs committee. 


But Hugh Dykes, MP for Harrow East and chairman of 
the pro-EC European Movement, welcomed Santer’s 
speech and urged the cabinet to stop “appeasing the 
Europhobe MPs.” 


Yesterday Hurd moved to reassure the party’s pro- 
Europe wing about the cabinet’s new hard line. “Nobody 
should pretend that Britain can opt out of Europe, that 
we can turn the clock back to a less complicated world,” 
he told Tories in Oxfordshire. 


German, French EU Presidencies Assessed 
95P20376 


[FBIS Media Note] Official and media commentaries on 
the outgoing German presidency of the European Union 
(EU), while mixed in their assessments, generally con- 
sidered the term a qualified success. The media have 
expressed much less optimism about the prospects for 
the French EU presidency, which began on | January, 
citing as complicating factors inherited unresolved issues 
such as the Balkans conflict, the impact of the accession 
of Austria, Sweden, and Finland, and the possibly dis- 
tracting influence of the French national presidential 


compaign. 
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German Presidency 


In a report on German Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
address to the European Parliament (EP) on 14 
December, broadcast by Deutschlandfunk Network, 
Kohli said that he considered the launching of the east- 
ward expansion of the European Union one of the major 
successes of the German presidency. He admitted that 
there was little progress made in cooperation on Third 
Pillar issues, particularly in the creation of a charter 
which would provide a legal basis for Europol, the 
planned EU police agency. 


In a speech to the Bundestag on 15 December carried by 
the ZDF Television Network, Kohl declared that 
another positive achievement was the granting of EU 
membership to Austria, Sweden, and Finland. This, 
Kohi remarked, served to remind “our colleagues” that 
the North and the Baltic Seas are as much a part of 
Europe as is the Mediterranean. 


Kohl stated that “substantial steps forward have been 
made to safeguard Europe as an industrial and business 
center, above all by taking additional measures to stim- 
ulate growth and employment and by developing the 
trans- European networks for traffic, information, and 
energy.” Speaking at a diplomatic corps reception in the 
capital on 16 December, as reported in the Bonn BUL- 
LETIN of 20 December, Kohl added that another 
achievement of the German presidency was increased 
political and economic cooperation with the Asian- 
Pacific region and Latin America. 


German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel said that there 
were “exaggerated expectations” of the German presi- 
dency which led to disappointment, but that the goals of 
the EU were brought a little closer to achievement. In a 
statement in Bonn on 28 December published in the 
Bonn BULLETIN, Kinkel stated that the strategy on 
bringing Central and Eastern European countries closer 
to the EU was a highlight of the Essen summit, contrib- 
uting to long term stability in the area. Other achieve- 
ments listed by Kinkel were the ratification of the 
Uruguay Round, the settlement of the fishing issue, and 
increased cooperation with the European Parliament. 


While mentioning these achievements in his speech to 
the EP in Strasbourg, also published in the BULLETIN, 
Kinkel conceded that “the progress achieved for Europe 
in the past few months was overshadowed by the ongoing 
war in Bosnia.” He pointed to the EU’s participation in 
rebuilding Mostar as a successful joint action that will 
encourage reconciliation. Concluding his remarks, he 
said that “the discussion about the future of Europe that 
has been conducted in a lively manner in numerous 
member states and in the Council of Europe under the 
German presidency is a positive sign of the lively interest 
in the further development of the European Union.” 


In contrast to the official government statements on the 
presidency’s achievements, Klaus Haensch, EP presi- 
dent, and a member of the German Social Democratic 
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Party, said in an interview published in the Berlin weekly 
TANGO on 8 December, that “the German Govern- 
ment has performed a solid piece of work whilc t.olding 
the Council presidency, but there has been nothing 
brilliant about it.” Haensch added that the election 
campaign in Germany was a “serious distraction” for the 
first few months and that more could have been achieved 
in fighting unemployment and ensuring financing of the 
transportation projects. He believed that the most 
progress had been made in bringing Eastern Europe 
closer to the EU. 


Commentary in the FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU 
on 12 November termed the balance sheet of the presi- 
dency “rather meager,” citing the failure to create oppor- 
tunities for the three Baltic States and Slovenia to join 
the EU by granting them association treaties similar to 
those with six other central European countries. The 
article als» noted lack of progress on strategies for 
rehabilitating Ukraine. ther areas considered to have 
been relative failures were in some environmental issues, 
such as the rejection of the “carbon dioxide tax.” 


Drawing up a balance sheet on the German presidency, a 
commentary in the 27 December FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE also said that one of the main successes 
at the Essen Summit was the strategy adopted for devel- 
oping closer ties with Central European countries. Under 
the German presidency, a balance of payments aid 
package for Albania was passed, and European works 
councils were installed. On the other hand, the commen- 
tator observed, “virtually no progress has been achieved 
in tax and social policy.” The stalemate continues over 
the customs union with Turkey and over Europol, the 
EU police organization, which has been blocked by 
France. Weaknesses in foreign policy were seen as partly 
due to the German election campaign, and partly to “a 
lack of sensitivity on the part of the larger Germany 
toward its old and new partners.” 


The commentary concluded that six months is often not 
sufficient time to achieve all the goals set by the presi- 
dency. In the case of Germany, efforts to achieve certain 
goals were hindered by Spain, which made enlargement 
to the three new members dependent on its fishing 
rights, and by France, in its vetoing of Europol. Even 
Germany was not free of such “hostage taking,” how- 
ever—it made support for EU aid to Northern Ireland 
dependent on approval of aid for the eastern German 
Eko Steel Works and linked an Algerian aid package to 
balance-of-payments aid for Ukraine. “This spirit of 
blackmail and the linkage of unrelated issues promotes 
small-mindedness among the Council of Ministers. What 
a pity that it was particularly the German presidency 
that developed a liking for these bad habits.” 


The Federal Association of German Industry (BDI), gave 
the German presidency “mixed reviews” in an article in 
the 6 January DIE WELT. It observed that there were 
some “wrong decisions, especially in the policy of 
granting subsidies.” The DM900 million subsidy for Eko 
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Steel, for example, was made possible by subsidy con- 
cessions “worth millions” to France, Greece, and Lux- 
embourg. 


The BDI was pleased, however, that the orginal Com- 
mission draft of an EU-wide carbon dioxide energy tax 
was no longer under consideration. Opinion was also 
positive on Germany's strategy for preparing for the 
accession of the Central and East European courtries 
and for signing the free trade agreement with the Baitic 
states. But progress on the integration of Eastern Europe 
was “impossible” under the current EU agricultural 
policy. 


French Presidency’s Goals 


France has officially announced its four major objectives 
for the presidency. These were published in an article 
from Brussels EUROPE Database carried by REUTER 
Textline Database on 12 January. They are promotion of 
growth and employment, leading up to preparation for 
the third stage of Economic and Monetary Union by 
1999: promotion of European security, including resolu- 
tion of the Balkans conflict, and preparation for the 
accession of Central and East European countries; affir- 
mation and promotion of European cultural diversity; 
and preparation for the 1996 Intergovernmental Confer- 
ence. 


An article in LES ECHOS of 13 January expanded on 
these goals. Concerning growth and employment, France 
is expected to focus on priorities in the agricultural 
sector, including EU preference on fisheries. The presi- 
dency will work towards combatting fraud by means of 
increased sanctions authority. 


Paris will call for a White Paper on European security 
during its term, said LES ECHOS. There will be another 
White Paper on the strategy of prepartion for accession 
for Central and Eastern European countries. Paris will 
also begin formulating a Mediterranean policy. “On the 
list of sensitive dossiers,” the paper said, is the official 
launching of Europol. 


France will continue to advocate the “cultural exemp- 
tion” from GATT end work to improve EU-wide audio- 
visual production, distribution, training, and develop- 
ment projects within the MEDIA program. 


The French presidency will be responsible for drafting 
the Council of Ministers’ report on the functioning of the 
Maastricht Treaty, which is due to be submitted at the 
end of June 1995, preparing the way for an enlarged EU. 


French Government officials had elaborated on these 
themes in earlier statements. President Francois Mitter- 
rand considered Economic and Monetary Union (EMU) 
a top priority for the presidency, according to a report in 
the 11 January LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES. Other main 
areas are to develop a joint defense system and to 
“affirm our threatened identities anc culture.” The 
concerns of Prime Minister Edouard Balladur as 
reported in the 8 December LES ECHOS are mainly on 
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foreign policy, especially the Balkans crisis, which he 
believes “will upset the preestablished management of 
the six months of the French presidency.” Foreign Min- 
ister Alain Juppe, interviewed in the 9 January LIBER- 
ATION, announced that the 20-21 March Conference on 
Stability 1s scheduled to conclude bilateral agreements 
with Central and East European countries on “minority 
questions, the inviolability of borders, and good neigh- 
borly relations.” The Western European Union is to be 
strengthened, a Franco-German arms agency plan 
should be implemented, as well as the European satellite 
observation project. Juppe rejected the idea that the 
French presidency would be hindered by domestic poli- 
tics. 

In sharp contrast to the optimistic and ambitious official 
views of the French agenda, commentary in the French 
press, as well as in some German papers, adopted more 
cautious attitudes. A commentary in LE MONDE on 3} 
December noted that France would hold the first presi- 
dency of the new 15- member EU, which could increase 
to 28 members by the end of the century, resulting in the 
necessity of EU institutions being “completely over- 
hauled” as the very size of the new Union will contribute 
to its “powerlessness,” and threaten to paralyze it. The 
present system of qualified majority voting and the 
rotating presidencies inust be changed. In addition, 
France will have to face “Europe's scandalous inability” 
to resolve the Balkans conflict. The possible withdrawal 
of United States interest and/or involvement in Euro- 
pean security issues will also have to be confronted, the 
commentator warned. 


The commentator further argued that the French presi- 
dential campaign will distract the government from 
giving full attention to EU matters, as was the case in 
Germany during Kohl's reelection campaign. The suc- 
ceeding presidencies of Spain and Italy will have to do 
most of the work for the 1996 'ntergovernment Confer- 
ence on institutiouai «°furm, and “France's tour of duty 
risks being worthless.” 


In a similar vein, commentary in LIBERATION of 2 
January made the point that “France's attention is 
riveted” on the 23 April-7 May presidential elections, 
and that the situation will probably worsen as the date 
approaches. The priorities outlined for the presidency 
are “so general they become vague,” according to the 
commentator, who quoted a Brussels diplomat as saying 
that “the advantage of the French when the balance sheet 
of their presidency is submitted will be that they have no 
goals.” 


Commentary in LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES of 2 Jan- 
uary observed that the EU is going through a “transition 
period” which will mark the French presidency as one of 
continuity rather than “historic advances.’ However, 
there may be some progress on the projects approved at 
the Essen summit znd on the development of a Mediter- 
ranean policy. 

Some German commentaries were even less enthusiastic 
about the prospects for the presidency. A report in the 
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FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU of 30 December 
mentioned some of the problems France will face in 
preparing for the 1996 Intergovernmental Conference. 
The writer contended that France will place a greter 
emphasis on engagement of the EU in the Mediterranean 
to counterbalance the policy of integration toward 
Eastern Europe. 


The SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG of 3 January com- 
mented that there are “no prospects for active leadership 
from Paris,” because “all the important decisions are on 
hold until the presidential elections at the end of April.” 
The “German-French joint presidency” hailed six 
months ago did noi materialize, since the two countries 
appear to have different goals—the Germans want “wid- 
ening,” and increased centralized authority, whereas the 
French favor “deepening” and greater intergovern- 
mental cooperation. Germany looks toward Eastern 
Europe; France toward the Mediterranean, and is 
involved in preparations for an October 1995 EU- 
Mediterranean country conference in Barcelona. The 
commentator viewed the priorities of the French presi- 
dency as “rhetoric and program-making,” noting that 
there will be a hiatus between 1 i April and 21 May when 
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no council meetings will be scheduled due to the presi- 
dential elections. On third pillar issues, the possibility of 
the Schengen Agreement being implemented as sched- 
uled on 26 March now appears remote, after recent 
Algerian terrorism against French nationals, and it is 
also unlikely that Europol will receive French support. 


Commentary in the | January HANDELSBLATT 
repeated many of these points, calling the presidency 
“just a transition,” and stating that “similar to Bonn, 
Paris did not create any excessive hopes in connection 
with its European Union presidency.”’ The commentator 
had doubts about France’s commitment to European 
policy, since outgoing European Commission president 
Jacques Delors, a “potential partner” for Kohl, will not 
be a candidate for the French presidency, and the 
conservative parties in France have a different outlook 
on the institutional reforms that Mitterrand planned for 
1996. The writer expressed the concern that all French 
politicians are “making hectic atempts” to counter EU 
expansion to the north and east by promoting a stronger 
Mediterranean policy, in partnership with Spain and 
Italy, whose presidency terms follow that of France. 
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LD2701194395 Brussels La Une Radio Network in 
French 1700 GMT 27 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Today, the cabinet decided to 
offer new military means to the United Nations in 
former Yugoslavia. The effort is not as important as in 
the past. Belgium will send 10 observers, a C-130 for 
humanitanan aid, and possibly a medical or a transmuis- 
sion unit. Listen to Prime Minister Jean-Luc Dehaene 
interviewed by Philippe Walkowiak: 

[Begin recording] [Dehaene] We pulled out engineer 
units because it was intended as a provisional measure. 
All sides should stick to commitments, a provisional 
measure should remain provisional, but since extra 
efforts are required from all in the current situation, we 
have decided to send more observers and to offer either 
a transmission unit or a field hospital to reinforce 
existing units. It should not be forgotten that we already 
have 1,000 soldiers there. 


[Walkowiak] What will the budgetary impact be? 


[Dehaene] The cost will be met from the defense budget 
and will be around 20 million [currency not specified] 
[end recording] 


BENELUX 


FBIS-WEL-95-019 
3 January 1995 


Laxembourg 


— Terms U.S. Freeze on Assets 
‘Understandable’ 

BR2701150595 Esch-sur-Alzette TAGEBLATT in 
German 25 Jan 95 p § 


[Editonal: “When the Constitution Protects the Nazis™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] U.S. President Bill Clinton yes- 
terday ordered the freezing of the financial assets of 12 
Middle East groups constituting a threat to the peace 
process. These include Islamic terrorist groups such as 
Hamas, Jihad, and Hizballah, and their Jewish “col- 
leagues” of the Kach party. With this action, Washington 
wants to make it more difficult for these groups to 
finance their illegal activities. 

It should be remembered though that exactly 50 years 
after the liberation of Auschwitz, racist terrorist groups 
such as the notorious NSDAP/AO [National Socialist 
German Workers Party/Aufbauorganisation] can con- 
tinue their activities in the United States under the 
protection of the famous “Second Amendment” to the 
U.S. Constitution. The U.S. Nazi Party represents an 
important logistical point of support for its European 
accomplices. In the name of an ill-understood concept of 
freedom, the archenemies of freedom and humanity can 
continue their scandalous business. 

Clinton's action against the Middle East fanatics is 
understandable. Yet, it would have been better if at the 
same time the Amencans would have cleaned out their 
own stable. 
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Rifkind Warns U.S. Over Arms Embargo; Rose 
Lauded 


LD2701182395 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1545 GMT 27 Jan 95 


[By Charles Miller, Defence Correspondent, PA News] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} Outgoing Bosnia commander 
Lieutenant General Sir Michael Rose was given a hero's 
welcome by defence chiefs today. 


Defence Secretary Malcolm Rifkind paid a “very warm 
tribute” to what he had achieved in 12 months in one of 
the toughest military postings in the world. 


“It has been a very important year and a very impressive 
achievement and one that the people of the United 
Nations and the United Kingdom can feel very great 
pride tn,” he said. 


Gen. Rose, who becomes adjutant general in July—one 
of the Army's top three posis—warned that carnage 
would break out on a scale not seen even in Bosnia if the 
UN was to leave. 


“Withdrawal is not something that anyone should con- 
template.” he insisted. “The people of that country are 
being sustained by the presence of the UN.” 


And he mounted a powerful defence of the controversial 
use of NATO forces in the peacekeeping operation. 


“Without that support we could be looking at scenes in 
Sarajevo that we now see in Groznyy,” he said. “We 
would not now be looking at a country heading towards 
peace.” 


Gen. Rose, who has been replaced by Lt-Gen Rupert 
Smith, predicted that the current four-month ceasefire 
would not suffer a “catastrophic breakdown.” 


“The people of that country want peace and they are 
being listened to.” he said. “Many things are happening 
on both sides that indicate a serious intent for peace. We 
have created conditions in which peace can be arrived at 
if the political leaders can find a way.” 


The former SAS commander showed a flash of anger 
when asked if he could have taken a more robust line 
when UN troops were being “humiliated” by Serb 
forces. 


“! do not understand the word humiliation,” Gen. Rose 
said. “When we are working for peace on behalf of the 
people of that nation, how can we be humiliated. If 
someone with a gun stops aid being delivered, then he is 
humiliating himself in the face of his country.” 


The biggest failure of the peacekeeping mission had been 
the inability of the UN and the military to win the war of 
words. 


Ger Rose said there was ne robust information policy to 
get across the message of the mission, its enormous 
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successes, and the sacrifices being made by UN troops 
and aid workers in the face of constant propaganda from 
the various factions. 

Plans are already under way to improve the situation and 
a highly experienced UN information specialist Fred 
Eckhard was being sent to Sarajevo to head the new 
campaign. 


Asked whether he agreed with Bosnian Government 
claims that he was part of the problem, Gen. Rose said 
accusations that he and the UN were pro-Serb flew in the 
face of the facts. 


“We are pro-peace, pro-humanity, pro-reason,” he said, 
defending his right to tell the truth. “I refuse to become 
an accomplice to propaganda.” 


The strongest memories he will retain of his arduous year 
in Bosnia will be of the people of Sarajevo, who still keep 
faith with the multi-ethnic and multi-cultural society 
they want to return to. 


Mr. Rifkind highlighted the achievements of the UN 
force in Bosnia, which has saved tens of thousands and 
possibly hundreds of thousands of lives by averting mass 
starvation. 


He said there hua been a “significant and remarkable” 
return to normality in Sarajevo, central Bosnia and 
elsewhere in the country over the past year. 


More than 1,000kms of roads have been built and 
repaired, water, gas and electricity supp:ies restored, 
schools reopened and refuse collected. And the presence 
of the UN has prevented the conflict from spreading 
elsewhere in the Balkans. 


In a firm warning to the Republican~<ioininated U.S. 
Congress, Mr. Rifkind said: “If the JN was to be forced 
out of the former Yugoslavia through, for example, the 
lifting of the arms embargo. a dangerous security 
vacuum would appear.” 


Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd brushed off criticism of 
Gen. Rose. 


One Bosnian minister said of Gen. Rose this week: “He's 
next to (Bosnian Serb leader) Karadzic in what he’s done 
for Sarajevo and our people.” 


But Mr. Hurd told BBC Radio 4’s The World At One 
programme: “There's a huge propaganda war going on in 
the Balkans as there often is. Truth is, these many-sided 
things are rarely what they seem.” 


He added: “What Gen. Rose has done is to show that a 
UN peace-keeping force with British and French troops 
working particularly closely together can over ime, 
despite all the propaganda, despite all the accusations, 
substantially improve the lot of the people whom they 
are there to help.” 
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“Daily life in Sarajevo, daily life in central Bosnian, 
where the British keep the roads open, 1s infinitely better 
than 1 was a couple of years ago. 


“What he’s not done, and what no-one in their senses 
could expect him to do, 1s to impose pew’ with pustice 
when what he had available was soldiers )" © ».* helmets, 
white painted vehicles, not the kind of .:«perial force 
which could impose a particular solution.” 


Cabinet Firmly Rebuffs Single Currency Idea 
LD280!1 175495 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1730 GMT 28 Jan 9S 


[By Sian Clare and Geoff Meade, PA News] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cabinet ministers united todae 
to give a firm rebuff to new European Commission 
President Jacques Santer’s talk of a single currency by 
1997. 


Tory Party chairman Jeremy Hanley declared such a 
timetable an “impossibility”, while Employment Euro- 
sceptic Michael Portillo said the Cabinet had already 
ruled it out. 


But at the world economic forum in Davos, Switzerland, 
Mr Santer said sticking to the Maastricht timetable on a 
single currency would boost its credibility and ensure 
Europe could benefit from lower interest rates. 


“My policy in this sphere 1s clear. There must be no 
departing from the path towards economic and mone- 
tary union mapped out in the Treaty, based on the strict 
application of the convergence criteria laid down,” he 
said. 


Mr Santer was referring to the Maastricht agreement 
which sets out 1997 as the target date for a single 
currency, or 199’/ at the latest. His Commission would 
publish a green paper by the end of this year on condi- 
tions for the transition to a single currency, he said. 


Some MPs saw today’s split as further evidence that 
Britain, which negotiated an opt-out of the single cur- 
rency at Maastricht, is on a collision course with its 
Eurepean partners. 


Mr Santer declared his first priority was to create a 
strong European economy to reduce “unacceptably 
high” unemployment levels, and a single currency was 
the right answer. 


“If we want a strong European economy, we must have a 
strong single currency with no internal exchange nsks. 


“A single currency, I believe, will stimulate investment 
in the Union, qualitatively and quantitatively benefit all 
our citizens and lubrmcate the internal market and the 
efficient allocation of our resources,” he said. 


Mr Santer, who took over from Jacques Delors es 
president this month, only won the post with the backing 
of Mr Major. But he is fast losing friends in the British 
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Cabinet for his federalist views. Mr Hanley said: “If any 
independent observer looked at the likely calendar of 
events, then they would see that the European currency 
by 1997 is an impossibility, certainly under the Maas- 
tncht conditions.” 


Britain was at the heart of Europe, he insisted, but the 
Government believed it must concentrate on getting 
Europe right now, “rather than trying to fulfil the dreams 
that may be in some people's minds for the future”. 


Employment Secretary Mr Portillo, also attending the 
Davos conference, warned: “I don't go along with what 
Mr Santer has said about a single currency in 1997." 


“It would be very difficult for most of the member 
countries of the EU to achieve fully the proper conver- 
gence criteria by then.” 


‘he Cabinet 1s divided between sceptics such as Mr 
?tillo and enthusiasts like Chancellor Kenneth Clarke 
«,<¢ ¢ @ow ter to yomn a single currency eventually. But Mr 
Y\xi2tlo sand the Cabinet was united in ruling out Britain 
Sigvitng up for a single currency in the near future. 


“It's already reconciled. We're talking about the medium 
term and we have decided that if this proposition comes 
up, as Mr Santer says it might, in | 996 or 1997 it’s nota 
proposition that we could recommend for Britain,” he 
said. 


Mr Santer also wanted an expanded role for the Euro- 
pean Parliament and a common foreign and security 
policy. But he sought to dispel some of the “myths” 
about what the Commission wanted from the next big 
Euro-summit in 1996. 


“The Commission does not want to grab more power in 
this conference in spite of what some ill-informed 
observers allege.” 


“We do, however, want to increase the efficiency of our 
institutions without destroying the essential checks and 
balances,” he said. 


“The European Union and the Commission are seen by 
many as part of a bureaucratic, byzantine, technocratic 
Brussels maze, detached from the real world’s problems. 
They are definitely not, but they are perceived as such by 
too many people,” he said. 


On closer EU ties, Mr Santer said: “We might need to 
consider a multi-speed approach to European integra- 
tion, but without building Chinese walls around those in 
the vanguard group to ensure there is no permanent 


s,s 


exclusion, discrimination or Europe ‘a la carte’. 


Tory Euro-enthusiast Hugh Dykes told PA News Mr 
Santer had done “a considerable service in putting 
forward his strong proposals 2t Davos”. And in a 
stinging message to the Cabinet, he said: “I hope all the 
member governments will pay close attention, including 
the British Government, the latter particularly after the 
painful and unnecessary hesitations of recent weeks.” 
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Menzies Campbell, Liberal Democrat spokesman on 
foreign affairs and defence, welcomed the call for a 
common defence policy. 


Meanwhile, Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd was on an 
offensive to regain his political stature after a newspaper 
report on Friday that the Cabinet isolzted him at its 
meeting on Thursday. Mr Major dismissed as a “trav- 
esty” a TIMES report that the Cabinet rounded on Mr 
Hurd and threw out his strategy paper for the next year’s 
Euro- sum ‘. Some Tory MPs believe the incident was 
part cf a .armpaign to discredit Mr Hurd, paint him as 
being out of step with colleagues, and prompt him to 
resign before the summit. 


But today Mr Hurd was back in business, warning 
Euro-doubters that Britain's future lay in Europe and the 
clock could not be turned back to days of empire. 


“No one should pretend that Britain can opt out of 
Europe, that we can turn the clock back to a less 
complicated world,” he said. 


“If we fall out of Europe, we sacnfice our own prosperity 
and security,” he said in a speech at the Conservative 
Political Centre Winter School, at North Leigh, in 
Oxfordshire. 


But Tony Marlow, one of the nine Tory Euro-rebels, said 
Mr Hurd was “totally missing the point”. “The debate is 
about turning the clock back in Europe. It’s time the 
British Foreign Secretary was more concerned with the 
needs of Britain than the interests of Europe,” he told PA 
News. 


Mr Haniey also denied there were Cabinet divisions or 
Europe. 


“There are some who want to hype up the differences 
and try and cause splits, but I'm afraid that the reality is 
that the Cabinet is getting down to work on this debate,” 
he told BBC Radio 4’s Today programme. 


Cabinet members hold differing views over the long- 
term future of Europe, but Mr Portillo, a Euro-sceptic, 
made clear he was satisfied at least for the moment with 
the Cabinet's agreed stance on Europe for the next three 


years or so. 


Mr Major has taken a notably more robust—and some 
would say Euro-sceptic—line on Europe in the past few 
weeks and has shown he is determined to fight moves to 
increase power for Brussels at the 1996 summit. 


Shadow Foreign Secretary Robin Cook said tonight that 
a Labour Government would not automatically cancel 
Britain's opt-out from the single currency negotiated at 
Maastricht. There were advantages to a single currency, 
but Britain would only join under Labour if conditions 
were right for industry. 


“What we would want to say to our European partners ts 
this—‘We would like it to be possible to join the single 


currency.” 
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““But because we all want that to succeed, we're all going 
to have to look again at the conditions that you've 
imposed because they're not the right conditions’,” he 
said. 

Asked whether Labour would rejoin the Exchange Rate 
Mechanism, a pre-condition for joining the single cur- 
rency, Mr Cook told Channel 4’s A Week In Politics: 
“No. We have said quite clearly that the ERM [exchange 
rate mechanism] poses very clear problems for Britain.” 


He also said Labour was interested in the idea of a 
referendum over a single currency, but would not subject 
people to another poll if the issue had come up in a 
recent general election. 


LD2801174595 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1655 GMT 28 Jan 95 


[By Sian Clare, Political Correspondent, PA News] 


[FBIS Transcribei Text] Most Britons oppose a Euro- 
pean single currency, according to a new opinion poll. 


In spite of European Commission President Jacques 
Santer’s commitment to a single currency before the end 
of the century, 55 percent of British people are against 
the scheme. 


The poll will come as welcome reading for John Major 
and his Cabinet, who have set their faces against a single 
currency in 1997. 


Fewer than one in three—31 percent—favour a single 
currency, according to a poll carried out for BBC1’s On 
The Record programme tomorrow by Harris Research. 


A further 13 percent were undecided and i percent said 
they would not vote in a referendum on the issue. 


The poll also found that those opposing the idea feel 
more strongly about it than those in favour. 


Of those against, 23 percent felt very strongly and 22 
percent fairly strongly. But of those in favour, only 6 
percent felt very strongly and 19 percent fairly strongly. 


Fieldwork was carried out between January | 3-15 among 
a sample of 1,015 people. 


Adams Links Clegg Release to IRA Prisoners 


MS2801110995 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 28 Jan 95 p 1 


[Report by Richard Savill and Phillip Johnston: “Treat 
IRA Like Clegg, Says Adams” 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] There were signs yesterday that 
Sinn Fein is trying to link the case of the jailed para- 
trooper, Pte Lee Clegg, to freedom for terrorist prison- 
ers—a move the Government is determined to resist. 
Meanwhile, Mr John Bruton, Ireland's Prime Minister, 
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has asked Britain for a report on Clegg amid Irish 
concern that the campaign to Iree him wll fuel a nation- 
alist sense of injustice at a sensitive time. 


Mr Gerry Adams, Sinn Fein president, said before a 
meeting with Mr Bruton in Dublin: “We think it is time, 
to release all prisoners. including Clegg.” 


“The Clegg campaign proves once again that there is no 
justice for Irish peopie, but it is OK for a paratrooper to 
kill an Irish citizen,” said Mr Adams. 


British ministers and officials reject any comparison 
between the circumstances that !ed to Clegg’s conviction 
for murder and the actions of con vicied terrorists. 


Mr John Major has also consistently refused to counte- 
nance any terrorist amnesty, insisting that there are no 
political prisoners in Bnitain. 


However, senior Tories have privately been concerned 
that the campaign to free Clegg would become entangled 
in the Ulster peace process and would be exploited by 
Republicans seeking the release of terrorist prisoners. 


Conservatives are anxious that Sir Patrick Mayhew, the 
Northern Ireland Secretary, should adhere scrupulously 
to the judicial procedures that might lead eventually to 
Clegg’s release. 


This could be either as a result of a further appeal 
following new evidence or on licence . 


It is also conceded in Whitehall that the issue of pris- 
oners will have to be confronied eventual'y, probably in 
the talks now going on between Sinn Fein and Govern- 
ment officials. 


Even if an amnesiy is out of: the question, there has been 
talk of “judicial flexibility’—using existing parole and 
licence procedures more favorable in the case of some 
prisoners. 


However, Sir Hugh Annesley, RUC [Royal Ulster Con- 
stabulary] Chief Constable, said in an interview with the 
IRISH NEWS yesterday that the early release of terrorist 
prisoners convicted of recent paramilitary outrages was 
inconceivable. 


“In my view, there are no political prisoners, a prisoner 
who is in jail has been convicted of serious offences.” 


“If there was to be any change in the issue of prisoners 
who were in jail then I think one would have to give long 
and careful thought to victims, to families and to every- 
thing else, and I don’t think that is really an issue. 


“It 1s inconceivable—inconceivable—that those respon- 
sible for Greysteel Teebane, the Lower Ormeau Road, or 
Loughinisland should be released,” said Sir Hugh. 
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On the campaign to free Clegg. Sir Hugh said that both 
the paratrooper and Karen Reilly, the teenager he was 
convicted of shooting, were among the victims of ter- 
rorism . 


“As a human being, I’m extremely sad about the death of 
Karen Reilly and the anguish that her family has obvi- 
ously suffered. It is almost impossible for people who 
have not suffered to have any idea what they went 
through. 


“At the same time, I am sorry, too, that a young soldier, 
who clearly did not go out to do any harm on his duty, 
has found himself in the position he is in,” said Sir Hugh. 


Clegg’s conviction, after an intensive investigation by 
the RUC, nad been confirmed subsequently by the 
Northern Ireland Court of Appeal and the House of 
Lords and, said Sir Hugh, it was not up to the police if 
the conviction was going to be challenged . 


Ireland’s interest in the Clegg case comes as soldiers are 
being withdrawn from patrolling in Ulster and efforts are 
under way to make the RUC more acceptable to nation- 
alists. 


Senior Irish sources said that Mr Bruton was seeking the 
full facts of the Clegg case so that he could make a 
judgment on it. 


“It could have a bearing on the attitude of nationalists, 
particularly towards building confidence in the security 
forces,” said an official. 


Dublin does not believe that the Clegg campaign will 
damage the peace process, but sources said that it might 
indicate Britain’s attitude to nationalists . 


“It is not a huge deal at the moment, but I think people 
are watching it in the context of other developments,” 
said an official. “It is certainly part of the post-peace 
jigsaw.” 

Meanwhile, efforts to achieve a political settlement in 
Northern Ireland came under renewed strain last night, 
following the failure of the two governments on 
Thursday to agree a framework « ~ument for the future 
of the province. 


Mr James Molvneaux, the Ulster Unionist Party leader, 
reaffirmed his hostility to the idea of cross-border 
bodies, which are expected to be proposed by London 
and Dublin. 


He warned Mr Major that there would be retaliation 
through the ballot box if the plans went ahead. “Surely 
after 25 years of terrorism the people of Ulster deserve 
something better than the status of guinea pigs.” 


His party could not enter a political process designed to 
pressure it to compromise the position of Nortnern 
ireland. “The most we could do would be to iry to 
persuade the Government to return to the path of 
honour. Failing that, unremitting opposition to this 
Government would be the only option.” 
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Kinkel Discusses Chechnya, Russia, Bosnia 


AU2901215195 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network in 
German 1210 GMT 29 Jan 95 


{Interview with German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
by Dietrich Mueller; place and date not given— 
recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Mueller] Mr. Kinkel, looking at 
relationships with Russia following the intervention in 
Chechnya, one has the impression that German foreign 
policy is not formulated in the German Foreign Min- 
istry, or rather not just in the ministry. It seems that the 
formulation of this policy is shared; part of it is formu- 
lated by you, a part by Defense Minister Ruehe, another 
part by Economics Minister Rexrodt, and a part by Kohl. 
This impression, which has been mentioned by commen- 
tators for some time, has been strengthened by various 
opinions expressed by coalition politicians. How would 
you explain the emergence of this impression? 


[Kinkel] First of all, the impression is wrong. Of course, 
German foreign policy is formulated by me at the 
Foreign Ministry, but what happened was that various 
events in the Chechen crisis compelled various persons 
in the government to express opinions or definite stand- 
points. In last week’s government declaration, I pro- 
fessed the standpoint that the chancellor affirmed in his 
Bundestag statement. We are adhering to the same path. 
Mr. Ruehe spoke to Russian Defense Minister Grachev, 
who had intended to come to the defense information 
congress in Munich and had spoken out on this subject. 
That is one aspect. As for Mr. Rexrodt, who traveled to 
St. Petersburg in his capacity as economics minister, we 
agreed to this inside the coalition—that is, the chancellor 
and I agreed. So there has not been any discord. I do not 
quite understand this. 


In the Bundestag we have made it clear, not just in my 
speech and in chancellor’s stance, but also in the resolu- 
tion adopted by all parties in the German Bundestag, 
that we sharply condemn the way in which Russia is 
behaving in Chechnya, the violations of human rights, 
and the failufe to adhere to CSCE principles. But, on the 
other hand, we said in the final sentence of the resolution 
that we want to pursue a long-term Russian policy and 
that we want to remain a friend and partner of Russia. 
This is something that can and must be formulated in 
this way, and it does not contradict in any way the things 
that other governments have declared. As far as I can see, 
Mr Rexrodt said the same thing, and Mr. Ruehe as well. 
As for Grachev’s remarks, I, too, have expressed disap- 
proval, and in the meantime he has withdrawn his 
remarks. 


[Mueller] Where do you see the difference between the 
efforts of the Chechens to achieve independence and the 
former efforts by the Baltic states to achieve theirs? 


[Kinkel] The independence of the Chechens is an objec- 
tive that has existed for decades. It has no guarantees in 
international law and it conflicts with the Russian side’s 
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declared desire of territorial integrity. No country on 
earth says that Chechnya is entitled to secession or 
self-determination. The situation with the Baltic coun- 
tries was that the separation of these states occurred 
following the realization that the former Soviet Union 
would collapse, and in the end it occurred with the will of 
the Soviet Union. Thus, this situation received a com- 
pletely different quality in international law. That is the 
difference. In the case of the Baltic countries, all the 
relevant parties agreed that the separation should come, 
so to speak. In the case of Chechnya, the country which, 
on its part, possesses the right to territorial integrity does 
not want a cessation of Chechnya, and basically there is 
no reason for such a move. But this does not alter the fact 
that I sharply condemn the way in which Russia is trying 
to keep Chechnya within its territory. 


{[Mueller] When the Yugoslav republics declared their 
independence, Germany encouraged them. What is the 
difference in the case of Chechnya? 


[Kinkel] In the case of the Yugoslav republics, it was 
clear that on account of actual developments, it was not 
possible to keep Yugoslavia together, and in the end a 
partition occurred with the agreement of all relevant 
parties. From the point of international law, such a 
development cannot always be viewed in purely legal 
terms, but is something that is imposed by develop- 
ments, which we realize. Therefore, it is not always easy 
to make differentiations. 


[Mueller] Let us take a look at France and Algeria. They 
also had this problem. France, too, did not want to allow 
Algeria to exist as an independent state. Are you saying 
that Chechnya’s desire to secede should be approved by 
international society, so to speak? 


[Kinkel] Yes. We witnessed Chechnya’s declaration of 
independence over three years ago, without the 
Chechens having adopted another position—in other 
words, without protesting against [word indistinct]. Con- 
trary to current opinion, the Russian Constitution does 
not envisage such a right to self-determination for 
Chechnya with the possibility of cessation. 


[Mueller] But Chechnya did not adopt the Russian 
Constitution. 


{[Kinkel] That is a different matter. Chechnya is a 
member of the new group of states—I beg your pardon, 
republics—and for that reason it will have to subject 
itself to the Russian Constitution, for it originally 
belonged to the Soviet Union for a long time, and now it 
belongs to the Soviet successor siate of Russia. 


[Mueller] It belonged to Russia for 150 years as a result 
of a colonial war, a war that is again being fought today. 


[Kinkel] I would not put it that way. I would not draw 
such a parallel, but I admit that the problem of the right 
to self- determination on the one hand and that of 
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territorial integrity on the other is not quite an easy one 
and remains difficult to define in legal and practical 
terms. 


[Mueller] You have less praise for the Russian presi- 
dent’s democratization record than, for instance, the 
chancellor. In the Bundestag, you expressly called upon 
Yeltsin to return to [words indistinct] which the world 
had from him until now. For a long time, there have been 
serious doubts as to Yeltsin’s ability to govern and his 
democratic intentions. Can one rely on Yeltsin when 
practically every Russian representative is saying that 
the Russian president is ignoring all democratic rules 
and is even a danger to democratization and when over 
80 percent of the Russians are opposed to him? All this, 
of course, in under the impact of the war and the 
resultant measures. 


{[Kinkel] The government and I have always said we will 
support the reform efforts in Russia that are personified 
by Boris Yeltsin right now, the first freely elected presi- 
dent of Russia. It is true that Boris Yeltsin displayed 
greater ability in the past, and there is no doubt that he 
is acting against anti-democratic movements and that he 
is a democrat. 


In this Chechen conflict, he has embarked upon a very 
awkward path and really is in danger of losing the 
democratic image he has earned. I think he must be 
offered an opportunity to revert to a democratic [word 
indistinct] of Chechnya, that is also the chancellor’s 
opinion, and that is why we said we do not want to 
threaten with sanctions, but to continue with our support 
for the reform efforts. In this respect, Yeltsin continues 
to be our partner, and we are not alone to have him as 
such. 


] think the Russian Government, especially Boris 
Yeltsin, has realized that Russia’s foreign image has been 
tarnished, and after Chechnya it will be much more 
difficult to conduct business with Russia in bilateral and 
multilateral relations and also in political, economic, 
and security matters, even in matters concerning NATO, 
which I also mentioned to Andrey Kozyrev. It would be 
wrong to expect business as usual [preceding three words 
in English], that would be a wrong impression. 


[Mueller] You have indicated the various commitments 
that Russian has entered into, and have possibly thought 
what others are saying openly, namely that Russia is not 
implementing its commitments. With its current consti- 
tution, is Russia a serious contractual partner at all? 


[Kinkel] We have not had any indications so far that 
suggest the opposite. 


[Mueller] I am asking in connection with a letter from 
President Yeltsin that promises that Russia will return 
the German art treasures that are stored in Russia. This 
pledge has never been fulfilled. 


[Kinkel] That is true. As far as the return of these art 
treasures is concerned, the situation has taken a very 
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sensitive turn in Russia. There are nationalist tendencies 
there that are trying to prevent the return of these goods. 
Yeltsin has said yes; he recently repeated, including 
during his latest visit here, that the matter will take time 
to settle. He said give us a little time; these things take 
time to develop. In any case, we in the Foreign Ministry 
are still issuing reminders, and on 22 January I repeated 
the demand. 


[Mueller] Did you receive an affirmative response? 


[Kinkel] No, I did not receive an affirmative answer 
[words indistinct], but I am very optimistic that Yeltsin 
will keep his word. 


[Mueller] It seems you are more prepared than Defense 
Minister Ruehe to place German soldiers at the disposal 
of the United Nations for blue helmet operations. If I 
were to ask you what the reason is for the discord 
between you and Minister Ruehe, you would probably 
deny that there is one. So instead, let me ask when the 
German UN ambassador will deliver the already pre- 
pared declaration whereby German soldiers are waiting 
to be summoned by the United Nations? 


[Kinkel] I think we must make a distinction betweea two 
things. We are expected, and Secretary General Butrus- 
Ghali’s visit to Bonn two weeks ago also showed this, to 
engage ourselves in peacekeeping operations—in other 
words, blue helmet operations—following the Constitu- 
tional Court verdict, and that we are to do so not just in 
Europe, but also in the Third World if necessary. That is 
what is expected of us. Whether we will do so will be 
decided on an individual basis, but that is another 
matter. 


On the other hand, because every time there is a conflict, 
the UN secretary general has to travel through countries, 
collect resources, and apply pressure, the idea of a 
stand-by arrangement [preceding two words in English] 
has developed among UN member countries—in other 
words, he would like to have guaranteed contingents of 
forces to be sent into action at the push of a button. 
Concerning both matters, we both told him during his 
visit that in keeping with Germany’s increased role and 
in accordance with the Constitutional Court ruling, 
Germany will not disappoint the United Nations, espe- 
cially because Germany is a non-permanent member of 
the UN Security Council and would like to become a 
permanent one. We will not disappoint the United 
Nations, but we have said that things must develop 
slowly in Germany after all the things that happened in 
the past, all the things connected with World War II, and 
that we reserve the right to decide on an individual basis. 
But I was able to assure him that we will not leave him in 
the lurch. 


[Mueller] What do you mean by we both? Your colleague 
Ruehe and yourself? 


[Kinkel] Yes, that is what I meant. Both of us are more or 
less on the same wavelength. The defense minister, who 
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is particularly concerned about German soldiers, would 
like to see peacekeeping operations restricted to Europe, 
which I can understand; his view is a little narrower than 
my view as foreign minister. But I say it will not always 
be possible to restrict operations to Europe. As a large 
country, the biggest European Union country since uni- 
fication, and an economically strong country, we must 
think in global terms. 


[Mueller] The siege of Sarajevo has already lasted 1,000 
days. Your trip to Sarajevo on 31 January looks a little 
like a demonstration. If it is a demonstration, what do 
you want to demonstrate? 


[Kinkel] I have had an invitation from the government 
there for a long time, from President Izetbegovic, Prime 
Minister Silajdzic, and the foreign minister. With this 
tnp I want to show that it still lies in our interests to 
resolve this terrible conflict and that the Muslim side, 
the weakest party to the conflict, can continue to rely on 
us as far as we are able to help resolve this conflict, which 
unfortunately we have not been able to do so yet. That is 
the actual purpose of the trip. 


I also think the trip is taking place at quite a convenient 
time. The Contact Group was there recently, and today 
our own representative briefed me on the situation in 
Zagreb, Sarajevo, and Pale and on the results of the 
Contact Group’s talks with Karadzic, Milosevic, Izetbe- 
govic, and Silajdzic. | want to show the oppressed people 
there that we have not forgotten them. 


[Mueller] Izetbegovic called upon the Contact Group to 
issue the Bosnian Serbs an ultimatum to accept the peace 
plan within two months. Should this ultimatum be 
issued, or has there been a change of opinion inside the 
Contact Group? 


[Kinkel] When one issues ultimatums, one must know 
what happens and what one is capable of doing if the 
ultimatum is not kept. [Words indistinct] I can see what 
Izetbegovic is asking for. There are no differences of 
opinion within the Contact Group [words indistinct] and 
we, with the use of all the resources at our disposal, will 
continue to make it clear to the Bosnian Serbs that they 
must accept this plan by peaceful means. This has still 
not happened; Karadzic has been refusing to do so. We 
must not give in. We have taken major steps forward, but 
have not yet reached the decisive stage. 


[Mueller] Will any means of pressure be applied? 


[Kinkel] Well, we have the pressure of sanctions. Some 
of the sanctions against Milosevic have been suspended 
or lifted. He is insisting on stronger sanctions for the 
Bosnian Serbs. But I wish to make it clear that we have 
only limited possibilities of influence, which we are 
trying to use. 


[Mueller] The Mediterranean is not exactly a zone of 
political stability and is not devoid of conflicts. This 
state of affairs naturally affects European Union inter- 
ests, as in the case of Algeria. What possibilities do you 


see of active mediation? Can Germany, as an asylum 
country for Algerian politicians—for example, those 
from the Islamic Salvation Frort [FIS]}—mediate? 


[Kinkel] Right now I see no direct political possibility of 
directly influencing the state of affairs in Algeria. Not 
even the countries that are better acquainted with this 
situation, such as France, have this possibility. No, I see 
nu possibility of what you have suggested, that we 
attempt to exercise political influence by means of 
Algerian asylum-seekers. 


On the contrary, it is causing us problems. Our friends 
and partners are asking us why w are accepting these 
people if they are able to collect money in Germany and 
be politically active. We are trying to suppress the 
possibilities of political action by the people already here 
by legal means, banning political activities, by banning 
contacts with outside. Unfortunately, this is not very 
successful because one must assume that those asking for 
asylum here or those who have already received it 
consider themselves as guests here and behave accord- 


ingly. 


{Mueller} Finally, the Kurdish Workers Party [PKK] has 
said in a letter to the International Red Cross Committee 
that it formally accepts the Geneva Convention. What 
will be the impact of this on German attitudes toward 
the Kurdish question and on Germany s re!2tionships 
with Turkey? 


[Kinkel] The legal consequences have yet to be consid- 
ered, but as far as practical politics are concerned, I see 
no immediate change. As far as the Kurdish question is 
concerned, we have always told the Turkish Government 
that it must use legal resources to resolve this terrible 
problem and that we can offer virtually no practical help 
ourselves. We said that the government must adhere to 
human rights. 


As far as the domestic German situation is concerned, 
we have our own problems. We have some 2 million 
Turks living in Germany, including some 400,000 Kurds 
who are fighting out some of their squabbles here as a 
result of the PKK ban, and I see no direct impact. We 
have to see whether we are going to deport any more 
Kurds after 28th February deadline [words indistinct]. 
We in the Foreign Ministry have issued a new report on 
the words indistinct] in Turkey concerning deporta- 
tions. We are waiting for Mrs. Ciller to evaluate this 
report; we are waiting to see that the constitutional 
changes will bring; and we are waiting for an explanation 
for the sentences meted out to the Kurdish parliamen- 
tary deputies, and right now we are in the process of 
discussing with the Turkish Government how, with the 
possible cooperation of the Turkish Government, one 
can implement deportations in such a way that they 
cease to be a problem. That is one side of the problem. 


[passage indistinct] 


We must help Turkey in its difficult situation. Our duty 
presidency of the European Union attempted to start 
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negotiations on customs union with Turkey, but they 
failed because of Greek opposition. Turkey continues to 
be our NATO partner. Following the collapse of the 
East-West confrontation, it has become a spvcial link to 
the Muslim world. It is a secular state faced with a 
fundamentalist threat, as one can see from the results of 
the local government elections. Its population ts 
increasing rapidly, and, of course, it also has enormous 
economic difficulties. It has, however, found a new 
function as a bridge to the Asian world. It is enough to 
consider Turkey's significance in the Black Sea region. 
So it is good for us to use our friendly attitude toward 
Turkey in order to tell it firmly that human rights 
violations must not happen, the Kurdish question must 
be resolved by legal means, and that there are a few 
things wrong, such as the unjustifiable sentencing of the 
Kurdish deputies. But we have done our best to see to it 
that this country remains orientated to Europe and does 
not drift away. 


Views Yeltsin's ‘Slippery Slope’ in Chechnya 
LD2901113495 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 0545 
GMT 29 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Cologne (DDP/ADN)—German 
foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel believes that with the 
Chechnya conflict Russian President Boris Yeltsin has 
embarked “on a very slippery slope.”’ He is in danger of 
losing his democratic image, Kinkel said on Deut- 
schlandfunk radio today. However, Yeltsin should be 
given the chance to return to democratic circumstances. 
That is why Russia is not being threatened with sanc- 
tions. 


Kinkel emphasized that the Russian Government and 
Yeltsin have meanwhile recognized that the country’s 
image has gone through a “devastating development.” 
After Chechnya, Russia’s situation will indeed “be very 
much more difficult” in many respects than previously. 
In this connection Kinkel referred to the states of 
Eastern and Central Europe which will now press even 
more urgently for NATO membership. 


The foreign minister reiterated his view that Chechnya’s 
striving for independence is out of harmony with inter- 
national law. However, Kinkel also admitted that a 
development towards independence “cannot always be 
seen in pureiy legalistic terms but is being propelled 
through the normative force of reality.”’ Reconciling a 
claim to the right of self-determination on the one hand 
and the right to territorial integrity on the other is not 
easy, and could in some cases be explained in terms of 
legality and reality only with difficulty. 


Kinke! Urges Turkey To Observe Human Rights 


LD2901114395 Berlin DDP/ADN IN German 1002 
GMT 29 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Cologne (DDP/ADN)—In its 
relations with Turkey, the German Government will 
continue to urge uncompromisingly that human rights be 
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observed in that NATO country, German Foreign Min- 
ister Klaus Kinkel (FDP) [Free Democratic Party] has 
said. However, Germany is also interested in seeing that 
Turkey maintains its European orientation and con- 
tinues to act out for the West as a bridge with the Islamic 
world, Kinkel said on Deutschlandfunk radio today. 
Turkey is facing a fundamentalist threat. Kinke!l empha- 
sized that it is in Germany’s interest to see that Turkey 
does “not drift off.” 


At the same time, the German Government 1s telling 
Turkey clearly and unambiguously that human rights 
violations in that country are just not acceptable. “The 
Kurdish issue must be solved by constitutional means,” 
the FDP chairman added. Kinkel stressed that the sen- 
tencing of Kurdish deputies “cannot be justified by 
anything.” 


Waigel Says Subsidies for East To Be Reduced 


LD2801123595 Berlin N-TV in German 1100 GMT 
28 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Financial support for the eastern 
laender is also to be cut considerably in 1997. This was 
announced by Finance Minister Theo Waigel. He told 
the newspaper HEILBRONNER STiMME that invest- 
ment grants and special tax write-offs would be restruc- 
tured. Thus, less money will have to be transferred each 
year to the east. He also said taxes will be cut before the 
end of this legislative period. 


Parties React to Kohl's Unemployment Program 


AU2801180795 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 27 Jan 95 p 1 


[“df/na/sm”’-attributed report: “3 Billion Against Long- 
Term Unemployment”} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Duesseldorf, 26 January—With 
a program involving 3 billion German marks [DM], the 
Federal Government wants to create jobs for approxi- 
mately 180,000 long-term unemployed in the next four 
years. This agreement was reached yesterday by the 
so-called chancellor's round. As Friedrich Bohl, head of 
the Chancellor's Office, reported, another three rounds 
of talks between the trade unions, the employers, Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl, and some ministers have been sei. 


Klaus Murmann, president of the Employers Associa- 
tion, told HANDELSBLATT that he ts pleased with the 
constructive and confidence-building atmosphere of the 
first meeting. He expressed the hope that the four rounds 
of talks will yield a presentable result. The German 
partnership model has been given another opportunity 
to prove itself, Murmann stated. 


In the fight against long-term employment—1.2 million 
persons in Germany at this point—the government has 
submitted proposals. As far as an increased offer of 
training facilities is concerned—one topic that is to be 
discussed during the next round of talks—the employers’ 
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representatives will have to contribute their share. With 
regard to relieving the social security systems, the gov- 
ernment and the trade unions have to become active. 


Dieter Schulte, leader of the German Trade Union 
Federation [DGB], described the meeting as an absolute 
success. The leader of the chemical trade union, Her- 
mann Rappe, declared that the results were better than 
expected. The ~ «:'. tion parties were critical. The labor 
policy spokesma:: .. the Bundestag group of the Social 
Democratic Party of Germany, Ottmar Schreiner, 
stressed that the program against long-term unemploy- 
ment is “only a step in the right direction.” Greens 
spokeswoman Kerstin Mueller stated that the program is 
completely insufficient. 


Otto Graf Lambsdorff, economic spokesman of the 
Bundestag of the Free Democratic Party of Germany 
[FDP], expressed criticism: “If every round is as expen- 
sive as the first one, a total of DM12 billion will be 
needed, which will have to be paid by the taxpayers. 
"These events chaired by the chancellor are quite luxu- 
rious. The taxpayers will have to sew up their pockets if 
these gentlemen visit the chancellor.“* These sums will 
not create real jobs but only alleviate the symptoms. The 
results of a wrong labor market and wage policy are being 
paid for, he stressed. Yet it is agreeable that the finance 
minister apparently has enough money again: "This 
makes the position of the FDP easier, which claims that 
no new tax must be introduced instead of the coal 
pfennig. Thus, the FDP has some good arguments now.“ 


Murmann Says Employment Depends on 
Investment 


AU2801201095 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 27-28 Jan 95 p § 


[Report on interview with Klaus Murmann, president of 
the Federal Association of German Employers Federa- 
tions, by Rainer Nahrendorf; place and date not given: 
“Murmann: Job Entry Rates Remain an Issue”} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Duesseldorf—Foreign countries 
expect Germany to solve the problems connected with 
reunification as well as its structural problems, said 
Murmann. The first set of talks between representatives 
of business and the unions and Chancellor Kohl on the 
evening of 25 January boosted Murmann’s hopes that it 
will actually be possible to achieve that. All the partici- 
pants in the talks addressed the issues in a serious 
manner without indulging in tactical maneuvering and 
repeating well-known positions. 


The heading for yesterday's first set of talks and the 
further rounds that have already been agreed upon is 
“Securing Germany's Future as a Center for Business 
and Creating More Employment.”’ Murmann said that 
he expected the completion of the four rounds of talks to 
produce tangible results. The German model of partner- 
ship has a chance to demonstrate that it able to address 
the issues of the future. 
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With regard to combating unemployment, of the three 
banks that participated, it was the government bank that 
set out a position. Increasing the range of available 
training posts, which is one of the topics that will be 
discussed during the next round of talks, is an obligation 
assumed by the business representatives. The unions and 
the government, on the other hand, will examine ways to 
reduce the burden on the social welfare system. 


With the right kind of German and European policy, the 
upturn that began in 1994 can easily last through the year 
2000. Despite these positive prospects for the economic 
climate, Murmann said that unemployment would 
remain high and the s:tuation on the labor market would 
be unsatisfactory. In addition to the 3.5 million regis- 
tered unemployed, there are another 1.7 million people 
who are employed as a result of labor market policy 
measures. The so-called hidden reserves—that is, the 
number of people who want to work, in addition to 
registered job seekers—is closer to 2 million than | 
million. 


Murmann hopes—and his hopes are justified—that fol- 
lowing the 1994 round of negotiations on collective wage 
agreements, the 1995 negotiations will also be geared 
toward jobs. Through numerous contacts and talks, the 
unions have shown that they are more sensitive toward 
the issue of unemployment than in the past. 


According to Murmann, the four-day week that was 
introduced by Volkswagen to safeguard jobs is not a 
model that can be adopted by the entire German 
economy. The Federal Association of German 
Employers Federations is advocating the conclusion of 
annual agreements on working hours, which have 
already been agreed with some parties to collective 
agreements. What is of key importance for employers is 
the degree of flexibility in the allocation of the annual 
number of working hours agreed with parties to collec- 
tive agreements. Murmann said: “An economy that faces 
global competition cannot work a rigid 37 or 35 hours.” 
Especially in the case of those companies that rely on 
exports, it is necessary for there to be “room for maneu- 
vering” with regard to weekly working hours without the 
ceiling on the total number of annual working hours 
being exceeded. 


Murmann said that he very much wished that it would be 
possible to increase the “room for maneuvering” in the 
current round of wage negotiations. This would also be 
advantageous for employers, because those weeks during 
which the utilization of production capacity is low often 
overlap with periods when employees would like to have 
more free time. 


The inclusion of Saturday in the working week with 
appropriate leisure time compensation is already reality 
for many employees and nothing new. This greater 
degree of flexibility is primarily about making the nec- 
essary better use of expensive machinery and production 
facilities. Few employees are affected by the increased 
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inclusion of Saturdays in the regular working week. 
However, this is of great importance for companies that 
export. 


There must be a qualitative improvement in Germany's 
position as a center for business. The current imbalance 
between the low level of foreign investment in Germany 
and the high level of German investment in foreign 
countries shows that this is necessary. Machine- 
operating hours in Asia and the United States are signif- 
icantly above the European average of 67 hours a week. 
In Germany, the average is only 60 hours. Miurmann 
said: “The very least we have to do is achieve the 
European average.” If more employment is to be created 
in Germany, machines have to be operated for more 
hours than the European average. How employment 
develops ultimately depends on how investment in Ger- 
many develops. 


Murmann fears that the number of long- term unem- 
ployed will continue to grow. That is why it is right to 
concentrate on the long-term unemployed in the struggle 
against unemployment. He welcomed the fact the gov- 
ernment intends to reintroduce the special program of 
graduated wage cost supplements and wants to make 3 
million German marks available over the next four years 
for the reintegration of the long-term unemployed into 
the labor market. The experience accumulated through 
the special program indicates that many of the long-term 
unemployed can be reintegrated into plant processes. 


Murmann did not conceal the fact that the program for 
graduated wage cost supplements gave him something of 
a political headache. On the other hand, he doubted 
whether growth could be accelerated to such an extent 
that it would bring about a substantial reduction in the 
number of long-term unemployed. 


Murmann said that the special program did not mean 
that job entry rates for the long-term unemployed were 
no longer an issue. Job entry rates have to be negotiated 
in individual sectors, he said. In the case of the chemical 
industry, which has decided on job entry rates, the first 
successes produced by such rates are already apparent. 
Even in the case of the same job being performed, entry 
rates are justified, because an employee who is hired and 
trained following a long period of unemployment is less 
productive initially. Murmann said that he wished that 
other sectors of the economy would agree on collective 
agreement solutions enabling the long-term unemployed 
to take up jobs again. 


Murmann reiterated his demands for a reduction in ancil- 
lary wage costs in Germany. A reduction in ancillary wage 
costs is of key importance for safeguarding Germany's 
future as a center of industry and creating more jobs. 
Murmann called for a first step to be taken toward 
removing the burden that had been imposed on the social 
welfare system by politicians during the course of unifica- 
tion. He hopes that the talks hosted by the chancellor will 
also evolve prospects for relieving the social welfare of the 
expenditure prompted by unification. 
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PDS Reelects Bisky as Party Chairman 
LD2901160495 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 2304 
GMT 28 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Berlin (DDP/ADN)—As 
expected, Lothar Bisky, chairman of the Party of Dem- 
ocratic Socialism [PDS], has been confirmed in his post 
as party chairman for a further two years. At the fourth 
national party conference in Berlin late on Saturday 
evoning, 317 of the 383 delegates, or 82.3 percent, voted 
for Bisky. Bisky was the only candidate and accepted his 
election. 


Investigator Gauck Opposes End to Stasi Probes 


AU2801211595 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 28 Jan 95 p 10 


[Interview with Joachim Gauck, government plenipoten- 
tiary for investigations into Stasi files, by Stephan Hebel 
and Axel Vornbauemen; place and date not given: “The 
End Is Pleasing the Repressive Establishment’”} 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [FRANKFURTER RUND- 
SCHAU] Mr. Gauck, five years after the opening of the 
Stasi files, do you again feel pressured to end the 
investigations into these files? 


[Gauck] The law that applies to the Stasi files does not 
require any major modification. Although the debate on 
these files has been marked by a certain amount of 
hysteria, that is something that happens in all political 
and cultural issues. Basically, one can say that we Ger- 
mans need not feel ashamed of ourselves for the way in 
which we are handling the GDR’s past. On the contrary, 
we can be proud of what we have “achieved” since the 
war, especially when we look around us. 


Five years ago, it was generally accepted that we did not 
need the Ministry of State Security repression apparatus 
of 90,000 full- time and 170,000 auxiliary employees and 
that the knowledge of these people should be made 
available to everyone in order to clear our consciences 
and help those who were suppressed. 


Therefore, I find it odd that some people want to see an 
end to these investigations, probably for political and 
psychological reasons, as if they were saying: “Enough of 
this torture, it is finally time for peace.” The mentality 
that is now appearing—the tendency to look away, the 
search for quiet, the suppression of feelings—reminds 
me of the things I have read about the period {1949-50 in 
the West. After the end of the de-Nazification process, 
the national socialist student councils, lawyers, and 
doctors once again became strong. They had learned the 
sounds of democracy with particular zeal. 


[FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU] Where do you draw 
the line between then and now? 


[Gauck] We have not yet advanced to such a stage as at 
that time; we are not so intent on bringing back the past 
and integrating everything. The way of thinking among 
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the broad GDR masses whereby it is high time to 
integrate everyone has not yet left an impression on us. 
But already today, civil rights fighters are being slan- 
dered as a hysterical bunch and pushed to the wayside. 
[passage omitted] 


{[FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU] Have you any sug- 
gestions on how to change the methods of investigation? 


{[Gauck] Not only are we prepared for changes, but we 
also presented different proposals on this subject last 
autumn. We suggested that insignificant Stasi involve- 
ment—for instance, when a young man was forced to 
Sign an agreement to cooperate with Stasi while under- 
going army service—should not be communicated to 
one’s employer. However, the law should state precisely 
what is “insignificant.” In any case, I reject the idea that 
I, as government plenipotentiary for Stasi files, should 
exercise my own judgment in determining what grade of 
cooperation with the Stasi is punishable in a court. 
[passage omitted] 


‘Dissolution’ of Russia Not in Eurepe’s Interest 
AU2801172495 Berlin DIE WELT in German 27 Jan 95 
po 


[Commentary by Lothar Ruehl: “Separatism Alone Is 
No Guarantee for Freedom of Peoples” 


{FBIS Translated Text] With the Chechen war only three 
years after the end of the Soviet Union, the West's policy 
toward Russia has once again fallen into a crisis. What 
should be done? How should the West face Russia as a 
Eurasian power—a poly-ethnic federation between 
Europe and Asia that is dominated by Russians? 


This question cannot be asked anew from day to day, 
depending on the inner conflicts in the Russian Federa- 
tion. The problem rather is wither it is in the European 
and German long-term interests that Russia should split 
up into another dozen “national” or “ethnically homo- 
geneous” independent states, and whether the Russian 
Federation should consist of a Russia amputated on all 
sides, which would be left as Europe's largest “nation- 
state” and would have disputed borders with other 


peoples? 


In history, wars have not only created suffering but have 
often uncovered common ground. In Chechnya, an inter- 
national mediation effort is now called for, such as the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
[OSCE] will make with Russian consent and urged by the 
United States. The demand to end the war, respect the 
international law of war and the dictates of humanity in 
fighting, and observe all OSCE rules is indispensable. 
But it should not only be addressed to Moscow and 
Yeltsin but also to Chechen leader Dudayev. 


Even though it is useful and advisable to consider the 
democratic forces in Moscow, Western policymakers cannot 
ally with them against the elected Russian president. Resis- 
tance to a compromise is not offered only in Moscow but on 
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both sides, and, in addition, it is inherent in the federation’s 
insecure political structures. Separatism as policy is no 
guarantee for freedom of the peoples or a stable interna- 
tional order, but an extreme expression of nationalism and 
the cause of conflicts between neighbors as is the case in 
Caucasus or the Balkans. 


The will of the small Caucasus peoples to gain indepen- 
dence is old and legitimate. However, secession from an 
internationally recognized state like the Russian Feder- 
ation is not a legitimate act but rebellion. International 
law does not protect such aspirations, and the OSCE 
documents are not applicable either. 


This has held true since Helsinki 1975 and was not 
reviewed in the “Budapest Document” of 1994, which 
was signed by Yeltsin when the military occupation of 
Groznyy had already been decided: The “territorial 
integrity” of Russia and 1ts many nationalities within the 
recognized international borders must be respected. On 
the other hand, the document does not permit a country 
to wage war against a whole people, and human rights are 
no purely “internal affair.” 


So, the problem for Russia's OSCE partners is a complex 
one, and for security in Europe, it is explosive. The risks 
are incalculable if secession from Russia is imitated. 
Trouble could develop in a region of southern Russia 
between the Don River and the Ural Mountains with the 
Tatars, Kalmyks, and Chuvashes. The ,esidents of the 
autonomous republics in central Russia have already 
demanded Chechnya’s right of independerce and have 
reserved the same right for their own peoples. 


In the Caucasus, there is the additional danger of a 
military escalation in a general guernila war, which 
would change the whole region between Russia, Central 
Asia, Iran, and Turkey into a troublespot as in the 19th 
century. The more independent states there are, the 
more international frictions, and all the stronger the 
tendency toward a renationalization of European policy. 


This lesson has been taught by developments in Europe 
since the end of the Soviet Empire. A further dissolution 
of the Russian federation can therefore be no “European 
solution” to the national issues in Eastern Europe. This 
realization changes nothing about the fact that Russia 
must exercise external and internal restraint toward 
non-Russian nationalities. The standards and rules of 
the OSCE must apply in and to Russia. This ts the only 
way to grant it the rank of a responsible European big 
power for a “security partnership.” 


However, if separatism were declared the legitimate 
instrument for peoples to achieve their “right of self- 
determination,” this would be the end of every European 
security partnership with Russia. This cannot be in the 
German interest, nor can it be in the interests of Russia's 
European neighbors. 
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Leotard on Fes Trial, Chechnya, Bosnia 


LD2901213895 Paris TF-1 Television Network in 
French 1785 GMT 29 Jan 95 


{interview with Defense Minister Francois Leotard by 
correspondent Anne Sinclair, place not given; from the 


“Sept Sur Sept” program—live] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Sinclair] Good evening Mr. 
Leotard. [passage omitted] 


Francois Leotard, are you compelled to speak the diplo- 
matic language or can you say that Boris Yeltsin made you 
shiver, or makes you shiver? [video report shown before 
question was about Yeltsin's threat to press nuclear button 
in retaliation to Norwegian missile incident] 


[Leotard] I arn compelled to say what we know. They have 
tools that would indeed make it possible for them to give a 
nuclear response to an attack, we know this very well. 


I believe quite simply—and | would like to say this in 
front of the French—that this justifies our defense effort. 
People should be aware that in the east nothing has been 
settled for good and everything we are doing in order to 
try and protect the country ts not intended for now, when 
there is indeed no immediate threat...[pauses] But who 
will wield power in Kiev, Minsk, or Moscow in five, 10, 
or 15 years’ time? 


[Sinclair] This was a sample of Francois Leotard’s skills, 
who avoids condemning Boris Yeltsin and justifies the 
military budget of France. [laughs] 


Now a serious topic: The verdict of the Fes trial. How do 
you react? 


[Leotard] I believe that the law must be respected, even 
in the struggle against !slamic fundamentalism. I mean, 
the real force of democracies is respect for law, so I really 
hope that... 


[Sinclair, interrupting] What can France do, and what is 
the government going to do? 


[Leotard] France has decided, first, to grant consular 
protection to these young men and... 


{Sinclair, interrupting] Which shields them from the 
enforcement of the sentence? 


[Leotard] Which enables one to see them, above all, to 
see them, to comfort them—they are also French citi- 
zens. At the same time, it makes it possible for them not 
to run out of means of recourse. Moreover, I think that 
King Hassan II will not allow the execution to take 
place—this is what I, for one, hope. This is what I, for 
one, hope, despite the seriousness of the charges laid 
against them. We abolished the death sentence in 
France, and | believe that a great democracy is defended 
through the law and through belief, through the attach- 
ment to these values. | believe that this is what we must 
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say to our Moroccan frends, while, of course, respecting 
their own attachment to their security, whic. | under- 
stand very well. 


[Sinclair] We have seen the pictures of the 1000th day of 
the siege of Sarajevo. In the JOURNAL DE 
DIMANCHE, Bernard-Henri Levy talks of Sarajevo and 
the siege and says that it is all now going on as if it had 
become part of the background. [passage omitted] 


[Leotard] I read the article, and I am very... 


{Sinclair, interrupting] It was highly critical of French 
diplomacy, of Francois Mitterrand and Alain Juppe. 


[Leotard] It is unfair on both Mitterrand and Juppe. | 
read that article, and I can tell you that we—the govern- 
ment, France—have decided—I am announcing it to 
you—to send 300 more men to Bosnia: A unit of 
engineers and helicopters... 


{Sinclair, interrupting] What will their mission be? 


[Leotard] Their mission is to enforce observance of the 
cease-fire, which has been more or less in force since the 
beginning of the year. Of course that isn't so in Bihac, 
but it is partially the case in Sarajevo, and we are holding 
discussions to see that the roads. like the one to the 
airport, are able to allow, first, links between the Serb 
territories, and second, links between the Muslim tern- 
tories. 


If we succeed here, for example, all the sacrifices we have 
made—I am thinking of our injured troops—will not have 
been in vain. Peace is something you obtain—how will | put 
it—with a lot of tenacity, and a lot of pugnacity. Peace is not 
something that just falls into your lap. 


I think France has won great honor by being the leading 
supplier of UN troops to Bosria-Herzegovina, and if 
there is peace, it will be to a large extent thanks to 
France. That is another reason to be proud. | am 
thinking of our lads there—let everyone in France know: 
They are brilliant. They have no doubis, because they 
know they are playing a useful role. 


[Sinclair] | would like to welcome—and this fits well into 
this debate—Philippe Biberson, the new president of 
Medecins Sans Frontieres [MSF]. [passage omitted] 


[Sinclair] What about Chechnya? Is MSF present in 
Chechnya, in Groznyy? Francois Leotard, the interna- 
tional community is wondering about Chechnya because 
there seems to be a kind of European passivity, of 
American complicity even. | would like you to make a 
brief comment before we talk about MSF again. 


[Leotard] First of all, the Russians should respect the 
commitments they have made—because they have com- 
mitted themselves not to do what they are doing, which 
is nothing other than destroying the population, some- 
thing that international opinion, the international com- 
munity, has perhaps condemned more strongly than we 
have done. 
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We must also understand that, judicially, there are morc 
than 20 Chechnyas in Russia, that is, structures autono- 
mous from the central authorities, and...[pauses] That 
one shouid imagine what the total dismantling of the 
Russian Federation would mean: An increase in the 
number of conflicts of this kind 


{Leotard continues] A very strong, a very severe condem- 
nation. [sentence as heard] Should we—and this is the 
difficulty—-reinforce it with something that would jeop- 
ardize the small hope for democracy currently unfolding 
in Moscow, which would then give way either to military 
forces, or to a dictatorship? This is an extraordinarily 
delicate game, unfortunately, with people now crushed 
under the bombs, and who are reacting with breathtaking 
courage. [passage omitted] 


[Leotard] | would hke very much to pay tribute to these 
people, these men and women, Medecins Sans Fron- 
tieres and other nongovernmental organizations. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Second, ! zan tcll you that if there is ene country in the 
world that does not deserve too many reproaches—of 
course, you can always miake some—-it is probably 
France. 


Let me take one simple example: Rwanda. Rwanda cost 
| billion francs. Forgive me for speaking in very trivial 
terms. It cost | billion francs. You could say that in the 
crisis situation that France finds itself in, this is a quite 
excessive expenditure. But we did it. We did it in spite of 
everyone, amid general indifference, because no one 
wanied to go. [passage omitted] 


Perhaps we need to be everywhere, but it is not up to 
France alone. it is obvious that the international com- 
munity, in particular the United Nations, needs to find 
ways to organize suitable responses, faster ones, to crises 
of this type. France 1s working toward this. [passage 
omitted: Biberson calls for political solutions since aid 
organizations cannot solve problems] 


[Sinclair] Thank you Mr. Biberson, thank you Mr. Leo- 
tard. Next Sunday my guest will be Monsignor Gaillot, 
who will say what he has to say about French society as 
a whole and not just about his suspension by the Vatican. 
Dominique Voynet, ecologist candidate of Les Verts in 
the presidential elections, will also take part in the 
broadcast. [passage omitted] 


Interior Minister Pasqua Interviewed 


LD2901191895 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1100 GMT 29 Jan 95 


[Interview with Charles Pasqua, minister of state for the 
interior by correspondents Francois-Henn de Virieu, 
Albert du Roy, Jean-Marie Colombani, and Bruno Frap- 
pat, place not given; from the “Hour of Truth” pro- 
gram—live] 


FRANCE 19 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [de Virieu] Good morning. 
Are we really safe in France today? if the answer is yes, 
for how long yet? 


if we invited the Interior Minister Charles Pasqua to this 
morning's “Hour of Truth” program, it is because our 
security is a real issue. You set out to explain this 
yourself last Thursday [26 January] when you received 
the justice and interior ministers of the 15 countries of 
the European Union. Your colleagues were struck to see 
how deeply worried you were in the aftermath oi vour 
Tunis meeting with those in charge of law and order in 
Maghreb countnes. Worried by all the things you learned 
about the rise of Muslim fundamentalism and the threats 
it represents for Europe, Jean-Marie Colombani will ask 
you later in the program on which new pieces of infor- 
mation you are basing this alarmist analysis. 


We will also obviously ask you questions about the 
campaign for the presidential election. [France 2 TV 
journalist} Albert du Roy will interview you on the 
strategies of the various candidates. Bruno Frappat, LA 
CROIX [Catholic daily] editor in chief will interview 
you on economic problems and important social issues 
that wili form the background to these elections. [passage 
omitted: Pasqua interviewed by Albert du Roy on the 
possible strategies of various candidates and potential 
developments following the election; and on social 
issues, the plight of the homeless, and the recent dis- 
missal of Evreux Catholic bishop] 


[Colombani] Good morning Mr. Pasqua. 
[Pasqua] Good morning Mr. Colombani. 


[Colombani] The verdict has just been delivered in Fes, 
in Morocco, in the trial in which at least two French- 
Algerians—a French-Moroccan and an Algerian living in 
France—were tned. Death sentences were handed down 
and lawyers as well as the League for Human Rights are 
calling into question a rather rough justice, to say the 
least. First, what is your assessment of this verdict, and 
second, since the League for Human Rights announced 
its intention to refer the case to the government, do you 
intend to follow up this request? 


[Pasqua] There is more than one question in your 
question. First, concerning the nature of the verdict 
delivered by a Moroccan court, | have no comments to 
make. Justice is sovereign in Morocco as it is here in 
France, therefore | am not going to express my feelings 
concerning the conditions of the trial, this is not my 
problem, this is none of my business. What I note is 
simply that in this case we have some youngsters, who 
had already been previously involved in criminal activ- 
ities, who were easy prey for fundamentalists who 
manipulated them and sent them there [to Morocco] to 
carry out attacks. What I regret is that we could not 
arrest the brains behind it, | hope we will eventually 
succeed in doing so. | am also hoping that we will draw 
some conclusions. 
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{Colomban:}] Whict: ones? 


[Pasqua] Mainly those concerning the measures to be 
taken in order to prevent youngsters from being 
attracted by these ideas. 


Second, the other issue is that some of them hold dual 
citizenship, some have French citizenship. The French 
Government cannot remain indifferent to their fate. | 
will say no more. It is obvious that it [the French 
Government] will intervene. 


{Colombani] In a way that you cannot reveal today? 


[Pasqua] No, as this 1s not up to me to decide. Listen Mr. 
Colombani, the government is not made up of heartless 
people. It is obvious that none of us could lightly see 
misled youngsters pay for their actions with their lives. 
However, it should not be forgotten that they carried out 
attacks. 


[de Virieu] Weath sentences are rarely carned out in 
Morocco. 


{[Pasqua] Extremely rarely. 


[Colombani] The situation in France 1s worrying now 
due to events in Algeria. i would like us to consider that 
for a while. There are some 300 requests a month for 
political asylum in France made by Algerians. 


[Pasqua] What are you talking about now? If we are 
talking of last year’s figures we do not have 300 requests 
a month, but 100. However, if we are talking of the 
number of requests for January, this 1s more around 300. 
But last year’s total figure was | ,200. 


[Colombani] It was rather more in January. 
[Pasqua] I just told you so myself. 


{Colombani] To discuss the issue of these Algerians who 
are applying for political asylum in France either to 
escape persecution from Muslim fundamentalists and 
terrorists or from the Algenan Government. For the time 
being most of these applications are being turned down, 
why? 


[Pasqua] This is not true. You cannot say that Mr. 
Colombani. Let us consider last year's figures: 1,200 
applications out of which 500 were accepted, 220 turned 
down, and the remainder are still under consideration. 
This is the true situation. The position taken by the 
French Government 1s straightforward: The right to 
settle in France 1s not systematically granted. | would 
hike to remind you that the nght to grant asylum belongs 
not to us, but to a special body under the authority of the 
Foreign Ministry, which ts responsible for that. 


[Colombani}] Absolutely, but what is the government's 
policy on this issue? 


[Pasqua] The policy, or rather the policy of the Interior 
Ministry—as it 1s in the frontline when people arnve 
without proper documents—ts that if their lives are 
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threatened they are given a temporary residence permit. 
Following that we examine their situation, instructions 
are given to ease access to the labor market for those 
having to work in order to make a living. | am also 
recalling that—and you know that as well as | do—that 
the first condition to benefit from the status of political 
refugee 1s to be persecuted by your own government... 


[Colombani, interrupting] That being said... 
[Pasqua, interrupt‘ ag] This 1s the law ... 


[Colombani, interrupting! Indeed, but we know perfectly 
well that some people are being persecuted for their 
opinion in Algeria as they are democrats and as there are 
two camps fighting each other. 


[Pasqua]} Yes, | was coming to that, however I was simply 
recalling the legal framework. To obtain the status of 
political refugee, one ought to be persecuted by one’s 
government. Therefore. if you are persecuted by FIS 
{Islamic Salvation Front], the GIA [Armed Islamic 
Group], AIS [Islamic Salvation Army], and so on, you 
are not being persecuted by the government, unfortu- 
nately your life 1s endangered. Some of these people 
believe that their only salvation lies in flight. However, if 
all those who represent the elite in Algeria flee, 1t will 
mean victory for their enemies and for those who are not 
democrats. | am not going to list them, but there are 
many of them. The Geneva Convention allows for the 
possible granting of political refugee status if a person ts 
being persecuted or if his or her life 1s threatened by 
others than the government and if the government 
admits that it is unable to ensure their safety. No 
government ever admits this lightly. 


[de Virreu] You are saying that access to French territory 
for Algerian nationals should be refused in Algeria's 
interest? This 1s what you have just said. 


[Pasqua] No. I am saying that if someone's life is 
threatened, France has traditions and that these tradi- 
tions will be respected, therefore we grant access to our 
territory to those whose lives are really threatened. 
Meanwhile we also took steps to prevent the influx of all 
those who would like to enter for economic reasons while 
giving political reasons as a pretext. This is not possible. 


{Colombani] Yes, but... 


[Pasqua, interrupting] Mr. Colombani, one must resist. 
When the Germans were in France | did not flee. All 
those who are against the mse of Muslim fundamen- 
talism cannot just flee. When they are really under 
threat, yes, but people must also fight for their ideas. 


{[Colombani] How many people are killed in Algena 
every day” 


|Pasqua] Many. 


{Colombani] On the Algerian question, two vaneties of 
policy are usually contrasted. Perhaps you will tell us if 
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there really are two different policies within the govern- 
ment: Alain Juppe’s, which encourages a political devel- 
opment of this question, and yours, which is more, let us 
say, in synch wich the repressive side of things. Is such a 


[Pasqua, interrupting] It suits some people to say that. 
[Colombani] Is such a view of things accurate, and what 
is your own analysis... 

[Pasqua, interrupting] No, it is not at all a view... 


[Colombani, interrupting] What is your own analysis of 
this problem? 

[Pasqua] No, such a view is not accurate, for one simple 
reason. There is no such thing as Mr. Juppe’s policy. It is 
not Mr. Juppe who decides on French foreign policy, any 
more than it is Mr. Pasqua. It is the government, under 
the authority of the president of the Republic... 


{Colombani, interrupting] Then... 


[Pasqua, interrupting] No, let me continue, it is impor- 
tant enough. Fine. Now, Mr. Juppe conducts foreign 
policy, just as | am in charge of other areas, but it is the 
policy of the government, and there is only one of them. 
What is our analysis of the situation in Algeria? Overall, 
we think that Algeria must be given assistance, that we 
must continue to provide economic aid to Algeria, or the 
situation will get worse, and that would mean an end to 
the possibility of political change. At the same time, our 
message to those who are fighting each other is, you need 
to understand that it is better to discuss than to fight. 
There you have it, there is no other policy. 


[Colombani] There has been a meeting in Rome on this 
very question, where the Algerian opposition got 


[Pasqua, interrupting] Which opposition? 


[Colombani] Certain opponents, let us say. [words indis- 
tinct] 


{Colombani] The French Government—the one French 
Government—appeared to welcome the Rome meeting, 
while the Algerian Government simply dismissed it. Do 
you view all this as a sign of possible change or not? 


[Pasqua] To begin with, the Algerian Government does 
as it pleases, and it is not up to us to give orders to the 
Algerian Government, nor to meddle in Algerian foreign 
policy. Let me pose the question from a different per- 
spective. There are two ways to approach the problem. 
Either you pretend the world is a fairyland—and that 
would be odd, in connection with Islam—so, you can 
just go about with your head in the clouds, imagining 
that everyone is sweet and nice—then you might believe 
that those in the FIS had all become democrats; if such is 
the case, it is an extraordinary development. But to 
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imagine for one second that these people are going to 
give up on the idea of an Islamist state strikes me as 
highly unrealistic. 

[Colombani] Recently there was a meeting in Tunis... 


[Pasqua, interrupting] In that case, in that case they must 
say so very clearly. Because in reality the question is 
elsewhere. What is at issue is a return to the enforcement 
of shari’ah law as interpreted by the most obscurantist 
sections of the Muslim world—in other words, the world 
of seventh century Muslim society. What great progress! 


[Colombani] Recently there was a meeting in Tunis 
attended by the interior ministers from, let us say, the 
countries of southern Europe... 


[Pasqua, interrupting] The wectern Mediterranean. 


[Colombani] Quite. With Algeria and Tunisia, but not 
Morocco, which was unable to participate in this 
meeting. Did you discuss the law enforcement aspect of 
the response to fundamentalist extremism? 


[Pasqua] No, no, no. We did not talk about a response 
[pauses] First of all, in Morocco [as heard] we did not 
speak about Islamic fundamentalism. We met in order to 
discuss problems generally connected with crime, and 
therefore drugs and so on; afier which we proceeded to 
talk about immigration problems, which are a subject of 
tremendous concern to the four countries of southern 
Europe, and also to Algeria, Tunisia, and Morocco—and 
by the way, | am sorry that Morocco did not attend. 
Then we talked about the rise of fundamentalism, 
because it is occurring everywhere, from Egypt to 
Tunisia and in many other countries besides. It seemed 
to us, in our general remarks—each of us, naturally, 
presented things in the most favorable light for his own 
government—-it seemed to us that, in reality, we are 
pharing, we are facing a generalized attempt at destabi- 
lization, led by Muslim fundamentalists, and that this 
destabilization is primarily targeting secular Muslim 
countries. That is the reality of things. 

[Colombani] So, for you, this question of fundamentalist 
extremism is, shal] we say, the overriding phenomenon, 
the overriding political problem that the next presidency 
will have to deal with? Would you go that far in 
describing the situation? 

[Pasqua] In any case, I believe...{[pauses}] | noticed that 
there has been a great realization, there has been a 
significant realization by the 15 European ministers, 
those from the European Union, as we have all just met 
together—we all now think it is a genuine problem, and 
I think it is the problem of the next 20 years. We must 
therefore be very careful, because we do not have much 
room for maneuver. There is no question of us being 
against the Islamic faith, and we must do whatever is 
necessary for the Islamic faith to be given the consider- 
ation it requires, while ai the same time we have to 
isolate the fundamentalists. [passage omitted] 
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Fini Heralds Advent of ‘New Italian Right’ 


LD2901175195 Rome RAI Due Television Network in 
Italian 1200 GMT 29 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Today 29 January is the last 
day of the National Alliance conference, which has 
wound up the MSI [Italian Social Movement] and 
launched the new Italian right. Ahead of this afternoon's 
election of a party chairperson, Gianfranco Fini returned 
to the podium. Giovanni Masotti reports from Fiuggi: 


[Masotti, speaking from conference hall] National Alli- 
ance coordinator Fini ended his speech three or four 
minutes ago. There is a deafening din and a great deal of 
enthusiasm. In his speech, at the end of five intense days, 
Fini said that this was a day for taking stock of achieve- 
ments, that f was a satisfying and jzoud day. He said 
that they had left a profound mark on Italian, European, 
and Western politics. He will soon introduce the 
National Alliance to France and Great Britain. Fini said 
that in Italy they had earned respect on tne field and had 
convinced sceptics because they had had the courage to 
suffer, in other words, to close the chapter on the Italian 
Social Movement. Fini added that only a few people still 
discriminated against them and that those people were 
the ones who hankered after hatred and the first 
republic. Let’s listen to him: 


[Begin Fini recording; starts in mid-sentence] ...nostal- 
gia, preserving ancient privileges, attempts to restore an 
order of things that is certainly behind us. But no one 
will ever again be able to say that the right is synonymous 
with nostalgia when everyone will have to calmly realize 
with each passing day that now the right is synonymous 
with greatly and unanimously looking toward our coun- 
try’s future. [end recording] 


[Masotti] Fini added that it was now the left that had an 
inferiority complex toward them. Fini said the National 
Alliance was an open party that was not ideological, and 
that it was tolerant on the outside and intransigent 
internally, where they would proceed on a rigid basis of 
selections based on meritocracy. He stressed there would 
be no walls between those who were in the MSI and those 
who were in the National Alliance, and that any dissent 
would be treated with respect. [passage omitted] 
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Study Alleges EU Expansion Failed 
95P20426 


[FBIS Editorial Report] According to a study conducted 
by the Foreign Policy Studies Institute (ISP1) of Milan. 
published in Milan's CORRIERE DELLA SERA of 22 
January, expansion of the EU {European Union], as 
envisioned by the Maastricht Treaty, has failed. ISPI's 
annual “Report on the State of the International 
System™ for 1994, entitled “Fragmented Europe.” 
claims that East Europe has become disenchanted with 
the European Community because of the disadvantages 
and difficulties of joining the union. In fact, the report 
says, the barriers erected by the EU against nonmember 
countries are so high that the former Communist bloc 
countries no longer desire to enter the EU at any price. 
The report cites the case of Finland, which, since 
becoming a member of the EU, saw its trade with Russia 
collapse. 


According to the study, an alternative to the EU's ngid 
structure is being created that is more flexible but 
homogeneous: a German economic and cultural commu- 
nity. The Benelux countries, Denmark, all of Scandina- 
via, France (in part), Austria, Slovenia, Croatia, the 
Czech Republic, Poland, and the Baltics are already part 
of it. Turkey and countries of the former USSR under 
Turkish influence may also join soon. 


According to ISPI, the EU erred in postponing the 
membership of the former communist countries. This 
postponement, the study maintains, has pushed several 
of these countries back into the “communist sphere,” 
especially since Moscow is pursuing a foreign policy that 
is of great interest for the former Soviet area. Moscow 
has gone as far as to ask for a special mandate from the 
United Nations to become the guarantor power in what 
it calls “the near abroad.” The antithesis to Russia's 
renewed attraction, according to the report, is the 
reemergence of Germany as a focus of integration for 
Central Europe. Not that Germany has imperialistic 
designs, the study continued, “it is just that the German 
mark's area of influence was created de facto by the 
failure of the Europeanist and federalist illusion pursued 
in Brussels.” 


The study concluded that it will be very difficult for 
integration of the European continent to continue as 
presently envisioned. 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 











FBIS-WEU-95-019 
30 January 1995 


EU Urged To Promote Cuban Self-Determination 
9SP20416A 


[FBIS Editorial Report] The issue of Cuba will continue 
to be of concern to governments, parties, and public 
opinion in the West, wrote “caquim Letria in the 16 
January Lisbon daily DIARIC DE NOTICIAS. Never- 
theless, he added, Cuba and its political regime are not 
the “number one problem of our times,” and analyses cf 
the situation in Cuba may have different political, ideo- 
logicai. avd cultural premises. While that country must 
establish a democratic political system in which plurality 
of ideas and fundamental freedoms must be respected, 
the transformation must be carried out at the pace and in 
the way Cubans themselves choose. An “educated and 
cultured” people cannot accept conditions imposed by 
others. The present pressure on Cuba, strengthened by 
the “unprecedented” psychological war conducted 
against it is reason for increased concern on the part of 
those who like Cuba and understand the mechanisms of 
the “so-called national interests” that mask a “monstru- 
ous hypocrisy,” Letria contended. It is the European 
Union's (EU) obligation to conduct a “serene and inde- 
pendent policy of solidarity with Cuba” to facilitate the 
country’s transition to full democracy, as was done with 
regard to other South American nations. EU leaders 
should not allow themselves to be led by “reactionary 
Strategies almost imposed” by Cubans in Miami and 
Madrid on the U.S. Government, which could poten- 
tially convert Cuba's “extremely complicated economic 
situation into a dramatic dynamic that can have unfore- 
seen consequences,” Letria contended. It is might to 
support a policy aimed at helping Cuba to become 
democratic. It 1s wrong to isolate Cuba even more and 
impose on it from the outside solutions that are not its 
own, he affirmed. As all other countries, Cuba has a right 
to decide its own future. 


Chechnya Situation Discussed 
95P20416B 


[FBIS Editorial Report] Both the U.S. and the European 
Governments believe, with regard to the Russian mili- 
tary intervention in Chechnya, that the unity of the 
Russian federation must be “maintained at all costs for 
the sake of European stability,” wrote Alvaro Vascon- 
celos in the 18 January Lisbon daily PUBLICO. Never- 
theless, faced with the number of casualties and Russia's 
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inability to solve the problem rapidly, both Amevicans 
and Europeans are concerned about the conflict’s reper- 
cussions on reforms in Russia, while still maintaining a 
united front on the principle of territorial integrity in 
preference to the mght to self-determination, Vascon- 
celos continued. With transition in Russia thus far 
peaceful and within a framework of democratic legality, 
the Russian Federation, heir to a mosaic of peoples, is 
presently faced with a variety of national and seces- 
sionist movements that will eventually lead to indepen- 
dence for one or another nationality, Vasconcelos con- 
tended. “This is a risk worth taking,” he commented, 
because the danger of disintegration is lesser when 
change occurs by way of reforms and democracy rather 
than throu,h naked force. The right to self- 
determination must respect internat.onal rules. Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin’s Chechnya policy is in opposition to 
the one that led him to power, won over the military, 
allowed democratic elections, and initiated the needed 
economic reforms. Russia being the essential precondi- 
tion for European stability, it is of utmost importance for 
the West to define a common stance vis-a-vis Russian 
military interventions within the federation and in the 
“near abroad.” While Yeltsin has demanded “uncritical 
silence” with regard to Chechnya so as not to stoke the 
ultranationalists’ fire, support for such intervention 
cannot be “unconditional,” Vasconcelos contended. The 
West must take note of human rights violations. Were it 
to legitimize a violent treatment of national minorities, 
it would in no way deprive the ultranationalists of their 
arguments, but legitimize their designs and facilitate 
their access to power. To disagree with the Chechnya 
intervention and view it as possibly leading to the violent 
disintegration of the Russian Federation in no way 
means—as some are hastily concluding—that Yeltsin's 
Russia is once again Soviet Russia. In fact, Vasconcelos 
noted, Russians are already feeling the limits that dem- 
ocratic nations labor under when using military might, 
such as newsmen’s reports, limits to bombings to avoid 
public recoiling, and parliamentary debates. At this time, 
the West and Russia ought to remember that what ied to 
disintegration and war in the former Yugoslavia was not 
the affirmation of the right to self-determination, but the 
absence of democracy in Belgrade. The United States 
and Europe must thus continue to support the demo- 
cratic and economic transition in Russia, but ought to 
pay close attention io the utilization of such support, 
Vasconcelos concluded. 
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‘Clinton in Search of Populist Reincarnation’ 
BR2701123795 Madrid ABC in Spanish 26 Jan 95 p 31 


{Commentary by Valenci Puig: “New U.S. Agenda”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Bill Clinton seems prepared to 
make all the changes, concessions, and unnatural meta- 
morphoses needed to become reconciled with the middle 
classes, provided that it is not essential to heed the 
Republican camouflage. As compared with the “Con- 
tract with America,” which brought the Republicans so 
much electoral success, to the extent of giving them 
control over Congress, the “Declaration of Rights of the 
Middle Classes” announced by President Clinton in his 
State of the Union message represents belated flattery, 
clouded by a past of public squandering and a future of 
more than hypothetical restraint. 


His advisers are seeking out new syntheses which will 
make it possible to satisfy the right, left, and center, such 
as, for instance, insisting at the same time on vocational 
training and the fight against crime. That is why there is 
talk of a Clinton in search of a populist reincarnation, 
but one which did not take shape in the State of the 
Union speech, an annual exposition of the President’s 
legislative program. This is a President who would like to 
offer a New Deal or a carbon copy of Kennedy’s mes- 
sage, but only succeeds in executing the antepenultimate 
turnover of a hitherto erratic administration. As the last 
relic of a Social Democratic past, there remains the 
proposal to increase the minimum wage, immediately 
criticized by the Republicans as a factor in the creation 
of unemployment, and, moreover, almost impracticable. 


As President, the Constitutional powers make him the 
main legislator, but the legislative dynamo of the “Con- 
tract with America” has acquired high voltage with the 
votes which substantially abandoned the Democrats last 
November. In any event, in the opinion polls which seek 
to be the still photograph of the highly volatile states of 
opinion in the United States, the public’s desire before 
Clinton's speech was to see him cooperate with a Repub- 
lican Congress and find out whether he had the courage 
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necessary to defend something. Immediately after his 
81-minute speech, the Clinton’s positive rating rose from 
51 percent to 83 percent, who believe that he is taking 
the country along the right path. 


It is part of the compulsory rhetoric of State of the Union 
messages for the President to hold out his hand to the 
opposition, but the Democrats do not seem to support 
him, and are promoting a vigorous personalized cam- 
paign against new House of Representatives Speaker 
Newt Gingrich. The Republican stampede and the Pres- 
ident’s chronic indecision are on the new U.S. agenda for 
two years. 


Belloch: ‘Will Not’ Resign 
BR2701150895 Madrid EL MUNDO in Spanish 27 Jan 95 
pl 


[Unattributed report: “Belloch Makes His Own Fate 
Dependent on Gonzalez’s After Being Booed by All 
Groups Alike’’} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Madrid—Yesterday Justice and 
Interior Minister Juan Alberto Belloch made his own fate 
dependent on that of Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez. 
During his appearance before the Justice Committee, in 
the course of which he was heavily criticized by all the 
various groups, Belloch went so far as to say: “I will not 
resign as long Felipe Gonzalez is prime minister.” 


The interior minister assumed full responsibility for autho- 
rizing the interview with [former Director of State Security] 
Julian Sancristobal, even though at the same time he said he 
regretted its contents as well as the format chosen by TVE 
[Spanish Television] to broadcast it. 


Belloch had to listen while People’s Party Group spokes- 
person Federico Trillo dismissed his explanations as 
“erratic, ridiculous, and false.” Together with United Left 
spokesperson Rosa Aguilar, Trilio said that through his 
latest actions in connection with the GAL [Anti-Terrorist 
Liberation Groups] case, Belloch “has definitively used up 
any credibility he may have had in the past.” 
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Denmark 


Opposition Leaders Attack Government on Bosnia 


95EN0067D Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 27 Nov 94 p 2 


[Article by Annelise Bistrup: ““Engell Accuses Govern- 
ment of Vague Foreign Policy”’} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Danish foreign policy on the war 
in the former Yugoslavia is too defensive and dependent 
on the views of others, according to Hans Engell (Conser- 
vative). ‘We are currently underplaying our possibilities 
for exerting influence.”’ 


Too weak and too unclear! 


That is how Engell characterized the government's for- 
eign policy in relation to the war in the former Yugo- 
slavia. With these remarks the Conservative leader 
sharpened the criticism expressed yesterday by former 
Liberal Foreign Minister Uffe Ellemann-Jensen, who 
thinks Denmark should have supported the hard U.S. 
line on Serb aggression in the UN Protected Zone of 
Bihac at the NATO meeting on Thursday. Otherwise 
NATO must completely abandon its involvement in the 
former Yugoslavia. 


Too Dependent on Others 


“For a long time we have noted that Danish foreign 
policy consists of repeating what other countries think 
and say. The Danes make very few independent contri- 
butions,” Engell said. 


“The negotiating positions taken by other countries are 
described. There is no independent perception of things. 
We are very dissatisfied with this.” 


Engell conceded that Denmark is not a major actor on 
the international political stage and that there are limits 
to how offensive the Danish political contribution can 
be. 


“But the fact that in relation to its size Denmark is one 
of the countries that make a very big contribution to the 
UN peacekeeping effort in the former Yugoslavia means 
that we can talk with greater weight in NATO than a lot 
of other countries. We have underplayed the possibili- 
ties. 


But of course it is also against a Radical foreign minister's 
nature to delineate things sharply. 


The Center-Democrats’ political spokesman, Peter 
Duetoft, does not think Danish foreign policy has 
changed while Niels Helveg Petersen has been foreign 
minister. 


Delusion 


“It is a delusion to say that things are different today 
than they would have been if Ellemann-Jensen had been 
foreign minister. 
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Denmark pursues a very clear policy toward Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. We support the United Nations and NATO. 
The problem is that the superpowers cannot agree to give 
the United Nations a strong mandate to really defend the 
safe zones. 


Dybkjaer Urges Radicals To Reconsider WEU 
Stand 


95EN0067A Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 2 Dec 94 p 3 


{Article by Bent Winther: “Dybkjaer Supports Internal 
Party Vote”’] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Al/ four Danish exceptions to 
the Maastricht treaty are up for discussion, according to 
the Radical member of the European Parliament. A 
demand for an internal party vote on the West European 
Union is spreading among Radical Liberals. 


A short time after former Environment Minister Lone 
Dybkjaer (Radical Liberal) entered the European Parlia- 
ment she is on a collision course with the Radical 
Folketing group. 


Dybkjaer warmly supports a proposal from a group in 
the Radical support base led by the chairman of the 
party’s EU committee, Klaus Frandsen. The group wants 
to put the party’s policy on the West European Union 
and European defense cooperation to an internal party 
vote in order to get it changed. And they are backed by 
the party’s national chairman, Margrethe Vestager. 


Dybkjaer: “Of course the four Danish exceptions to the 
Maastricht treaty—including defense policy—should 
form part of a discussion. And a party vote would be 
useful as a conclusion to that debate. It is a good way to 
get the members involved,” said Dybkjaer. ““We need to 
have an unprejudiced discussion of the West European 
Union in light of NATO’s development.” 


The Radical member of the European Parliament would 
not set a firm date for the party vote and did not think 
much of the argument that Danes have already voted on 
the four exceptions. 


“If conditions change and a majority in the Folketing 
think they should be eliminated, then there should be a 
popular referendum on the matter, in my opinion.” 
[passage omitted] 


SF Leader Vows Fight Against WEU Membership 


95EN0067B Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 5 Dec 94 p 12 


[Article by Bent Winther: “Socialist People’s Party: 
Government Going Back on Its Promises on the Euro- 
pean Union”’} 
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{[FBIS Translated Text] The West European Union 
(WEU) issue has created new conflict over Danish Euro- 
pean Union (EU) policy. Under no circumstances will the 
Socialist People’s Party (SF) vote on defense again. 


The government is well on the way to going back on all 
its promises from the last referendum on the Maastricht 
treaty. 


That was the opinion of SF chairman Holger K. Nielsen 
after Foreign Minister Niels Helveg Petersen (Radical 
Liberal) said in BERLINGSKE TIDENDE yesterday 
that Danish voters should prepare themselves for a 
referendum on the West European Union and joint 
defense cooperation in the EU. It is “very likely” that we 
will have a referendum on defense, the foreign minister 
said. 


Defense Minister Hans Haekkerup (Social Democrat) 
also thinks the world may look so different in three to 
five years that a Danish referendum on defense will be 
needed. 


Last week the Radical member of the European Parlia- 
ment, Lone Dybkjaer, said that all four Danish excep- 
tions are up for debate in connection with the govern- 
ment conference in 1996. 


“In our opinion the exceptions are not up for discussion. 
We must simply state that the Edinburgh agreement 
continues. It should not be discussed at all,” Nielsen 
said. 


“I am very surprised by what the foreign minister said, 
and I strongly disagree. It suggests that they are about to 
go back on the national compromise. | simply cannot see 
that a new situation would exist after the government 
conference,” Nielsen said. 


SF group chairman Steen Gade thinks Lone Dybkjaer is 
trying to psychologically undermine the special Danish 
EU exceptions. 


She supports the wing of the Radical Liberal Party that 
wants the Danish rejection of defense cooperation in the 
WEU taken up for discussion. 


“The only thing that will be achieved is to make people 
lose confidence in the politicians who promised to stand 
by the exceptions,” Gade said. 


East Europe, Former USSR Trade Ties Analyzed 


95EN0092A Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 3 Jan 95 p lll 1 


[Article by Bodil Jessen: ““Denmark Doubt!es Exports to 
East European Countries”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text} Exports: Danish trade with East 
Europe and the former Soviet Union has grown four to 
five times as much as Danish trade has generally grown. 
Yet part of the increase is due to a shift of Danish 
production to the cheap countries of East Europe. 





FBIS-WEU-95-019 
30 January 1995 


Denmark’s exports to East Europe and the former Soviet 
Union have doubled since 1989. In the same period 
Danish imports from the countries of East Europe have 
also doubled as well. 


This is shown in a note from the Chamber of Commerce. 


The strong increase in trade was due not just to the open 
borders between west and east but also to the migration 
of Danish production to the countries of East Europc, 
where wages are cheaper. 


In its note the Chamber of Commerce stated that many 
of its member companies have moved production to the 
Baltic, the Czech Republic, and Poland. 


Danish companies import raw materials and have them 
shipped to one of the countries. There the goods are 
manufactured before again being shipped to Denmark. 


Denmark’s status as a “country of transit” can be clearly 
seen in the foreign trade statistics, where we, for 
example, export unfinished textiles and import finished 
textiles from East Europe and the former Soviet Union. 


Poland a Major Market 


At the moment the Polish market is the biggest one in 
Europe for Danish business. 


In 1994 Denmark exported 3.6 billion kroner [worth of 
goods} to Poland, and this represented a 184 percent 
increase when compared with 1989. The Poles’ exports 
to us rose by 140 percent in the same period to 3.9 billion 
kroner in 1994. 


Albania accounted for the sharpest increase in the five- 
year period. Exports from Denmark to Albania rose no 
less than 632 percent. But the starting point was also a 
modest one. Danish exports to the Albanians in 1994 
were 47.8 million kroner. 


Denmark imported [goods worth] 10 billion kroner from 
East Europe and the former Soviet Union in 1994—an 
increase of 91 percent since 1989. Denmark's exports to 
those countries exceeded imports in 1994 exactly by a 
total of 10.2 billion kroner—an increase of 101 percent 
since 1989. 


During the same period our overall exports to all coun- 
tries rose by 28 percent whereas imports rose by 14 
percent. 


Proposed Greenland Command Changes Debated 


95EN0092D Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 31 Dec 94 p 6 


{Article by Bo Draebel: “Ivigtut Threatened by Moving 
Plans”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Greenland Command: ‘Over 
my dead body,” says the mayor of Ivigtut about a proposal 
to generate savings based on moving the Gronnedal Naval 
Station to a town on the west coast of Greenland. 
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A working group set up by the Defense Ministry and the 
Defense Command has come to the conclusion that 
money can be saved by moving the Gronnedal Naval 
Station on the Arsukfjord to one of the towns on the west 
coast of Greenland. In its report to Defense Minister 
Haekkerup (Social Democratic Party) the group suggests 
Nuuk, Frederikshab, Jakobshavn or Sondre Stromfjord. 


“It will be over my dead body,” said Mayor Henrik 
Skolemose of the town of Ivigtut. “If the naval station 
moves, there is the risk that this town could be aban- 
doned. Just about 300 people live here in an area the size 
of Lolland. We will fight to keep Gronnedal, which the 
Navy took over when the Americans left in 1951. It is 
both crazy and far too costly to move. In the past five 
years the buildings at the naval station have been put in 
tip-top condition. The money that cost will be thrown 
out the window if the naval station is moved and 
demolishing the buildings would mean an additional 
expense to the military of 50 million [kroner].” 


Officers’ Plan 


Officers and noncommissioned officers of the Greenland 
Command who wart to remain in Gronnedal have 
drawn up their own savings plan. According to depart- 
ment head Susan Nissen, a consultant at the Defense 
Ministry, it is part of the ongoing studies which have 
primarily been implemented for economic reasons, “we 
are constantly trying to rationalize.” 


“It is expensive to run the naval station because that is 
what Gronnedal is—we see to everything from electricity 
to snow removal and harbor maintenance,” said 
Admiral N. Helk, the head of the Greenland Command, 
who would prefer to remain where he is. “But naturally 
we want to help save. Our savings proposal assumes that 
new technology is introduced and that messes are 
replaced by a food service with a club system as there is 
in Danish workplaces. That way the staff of the naval 
station could be cut from 100 to 60.” 


“However, the proposal cannot compete with a move to 
a town where electricity and snow removal, for example, 
can be purchased from the town. Even with the proposed 
staff reduction, it 1s 12 million [kroner] more expensive 
to remain in Gronnedal than it is to move to a town 
where we can make do with 40 men and do without 
conscripts, of which we now have 30.” 


How this w:ll end no one yet knows. Department head 
Susan Nissen points out that the decision about moving 
the naval station has not been made. Nor has a deadline 
been set for when the economic studies now underway 
and any future new location for the Greenland Com- 
mand are supposed to be completed. 


Greenland-EU Fishing Agreement Signed 
95EN0092B Nuuk GRONLANDSPOSTEN in Danish 
29 Dec 94 p 3 


(Unattributed article: “Fishing Agreement with Euro- 
pean Union Finally Home Safe”) 
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[FBIS Translated Text] An agreement worth 1.7 billion 
kroner was signed in five minutes. 


Nuuk—Lars Emil Johansen, the chairman of the Home 
Rule Government’s executive committee, lost no time 
signing the fishing agreement with the European Union 
[EU] when the documents arrived from Europe the other 
day. There they were signed last Monday and the ink was 
barely dry this past Thursday when the chairman added 
his signature next to those of the chairman of the EU’s 
fisheries ministers, Jochen Borchert, and fisheries com- 
missioner Yannis Paleokrassas. It happened at a little 
lightning-fast ceremony—wham-bang and no cham- 
pagne! “That’s it,” Johansen said with a smile. “When it 
is a question of an awful lot of money, it only takes five 
minutes.” 


And it was a matter of a really large amount of money. 
The EL agreement will earn Greenland 38 million 
European Currency Units [ECU] annually—in Danish 
and Greenlandic kroner the equivalent of 282 million 
kroner. 


No More Talking in This Millennium 


“Even though it might be tempting to look back to the 
time of the first agreement in 1985, let’s not,” Johansen 
said. “The past belongs to archeologists whereas we have 
to prepare ourselves for the future. And the future, well, 
yes, it is really here in Greenland as well—in any event in 
relation to the EU—and we don’t need to negotiate any 
more with them in this millennium.” 


And that is certainly true. The fishing agreement just 
signed will be in effect for six years, and, with its 282 
million kroner annually, that is the same thing as !.7 
billion kroner. 


Under the terms of the new agreement, the EU will, 
generally speaking, see its fishing opportunities in 
Greenland unchanged but what is new is that now 
so-called joint ventures—cooperative agreements—can 
be entered into between businesses in the EU and 
Greenland. 


The EU’s cod quota will remain unchanged at 31,000 
metric tons but what is new is that fishing is allowed on 
both the east and west coasts. Furthermore it will be 
possible to carry unused quotas over to the following 
year. 


After the signing [ceremony], the chairman of the Home 
Rule Government's executive committee, Lars Emil 
Johansen, to the applause from the few who attended, 
handed the fishing agreement over to Emil Abelsen, a 
member of the executive committee, who will now look 
after it just as “he looks after the Home Rule Govern- 
ment’s money and debt,” as it was expressed. 


‘Shock Treatment’ for Greenland Economy Faulted 
95EN0092C Nuuk GRONLANDSPOSTEN in Danish 
20 Dec 94 p li 


{Commentary by Nina Lauritsen: ‘Well-Intentioned 
Danish Aid Stifles Greenland”’] 
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[FBIS Translated Excerpts] Analysis suggests privatizing. 


The economic winds are blowing cold around the Polar 
Circle. In the last five to six years there has been a 
marked decline in the Greenland economy and, after a 
time of progress, the country is again more dependent on 
Danish block grants. Currently the block grant accounts 
for a good three billion kroner, 50 percent of Greenland’s 
national product, after having briefly been down to 40 
percent. This is a crutch for both Denmark and Green- 
land since an analysis shows that it is not worth con- 
tinuing in the old rut. 


Neither fishing nor mining can be expected to develop so 
the economy becomes self-sustaining. New growth in 
Greenland must be created based on entirely new 
assumptions. 


In other words, the country stands at a crossroads. The 
problem is that it is a crossroads that lies buried so deep 
under decades-old layers of Danish caring that it will 
cost a wholly unexpected amount of hard physical labor 
for the people of Greenland to find it. 


If ordinary comfort wins, the risk is that the excavating 
will never get underway and that society will painstak- 
ingly lull itself into that caring, much as we often let the 
snow and ice close in around houses in wintertime. 


The 50,000 Greenlanders risk waking up one day to find 
a museum society that has been declared incompetent, 
one without the power to live on its own and with 
sky-high unemployment. 


It was a development economist, Prof. Martin Paldam of 
Arhus, who made this analysis for the Rockwool Fund. 
He had never previously dealt with Greenland but was 
chosen for the assignment precisely because it was 
assumed that as an outsider he could take an unbiased 
look at the country’s problems. 


To start, Paldam states that Greenland’s economy with 
the big Danish grant is unique in the world because 
Danes and Greenlanders together agree that Greenland’s 
living standard must not be lower than the Danish, in 
any event on paper. [passage omitted] 


Dutch Disease 


Professional economists call the phenomenon the Dutch 
disease, and the Greenland economy is sick. If we 
completely ignore the culturally and histerically condi- 
tioned lack of private business and initiative in Green- 
land, then private initiative does not stand a chance 
either. The wage and price level alone makes it impos- 
sible in practice to start up a normal business. 


On top of that, according to Paldam, there is a number of 
official regulations inherited from Denmark and which 
are appropriate to an economy on a Danish scale. If the 
Greenland economy is to get moving, the regulations 
must, in his opinion, be reduced so private initiatives 
will enjoy the same conditions as business in countries at 
comparable levels of development. [passage omitted] 
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Shock Effect 


So it is no easy task to point to solutions which could 
normalize conditions within a foreseeable number of 
years. The Progressive Party’s model, which would 
remove the block grant over the course of five years, 
would be a shock treatment with bloody consequences. 
Martin Paldam rejects that solution out of hand even 
though he is not unaware that the effect of such a shock 
could be a useful part in the education of a pampered 


people. [passage omitted] 


““My view is that 20 percent of the gross national product 
is being sacrificed just to keep the settlements going. 
Sixteen percent of the population lives there and overall 
their contribution to the economy is modest,” says 
Paldam, who does not have much sympathy for Green- 
landic slogans about single prices and security in the 
provision of goods. [passage omitted] 


Fundamentally, the future is Greenland’s own problem. 
Though if Denmark should feel the urge to lend a helping 
hand, Martin Paldam’s advice is: Draw up a long-term 
plan for doing away with the block grant so Greenland 
can normalize its economy. 


Daily Views Future of Nordic Cooperation 


95EN0067C Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
SONDAG in Danish 2 Dec 94 p 12 


[Editorial: “Nordic Muddle”’} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Former Swedish Prime Minister 
Carl Bildt has created a big Nordic muddle with his 
proposal to abolish the Nordic Council. It is correct that 
the referendums on the European Union (EU) in the 
Nordic countries have created a new reality that we must 
adjust to. And it is also correct that in its present form 
the Nordic Council has outlived it usefulness. But it is 
wrong that the new reality has suddenly made the need 
for Nordic contacts superfluous. 


Since the Nordic Council was established in 1952 there 
have been several moves toward serious, binding Nordic 
cooperation. The most ambitious was in connection with 
the Nordic Economic Union, NORDEK, which Finland, 
strongly prodded by its Russian support base, managed 
to scuttle in 1970. After that idea was wrecked the Danes 
talked about an alternative Scandinavian Economic 
Union (SKANDEK), but here the Swedes said no 
because they did not want to leave Finland in the lurch. 


The course of events was characteristic of work in the 
Nordic Council. Despite many good intentions there has 
been very little impetus when there was something to 
really act on. In addition, the Nordic Council had 
clipped its wings in advance by banning discussions on 
foreign policy. At the Nordic Council's Icelandic session 
in 1990 the Danes actually said that it was now time to 
end the ceremony. Then Prime Minister Poul Schluter 
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commented that the council’s work was “petty national- 
ist’ in character and that the time had gone by for 
exerting influence through the council's work. 


That was the way things were in 1990. And that is the 
way they are today. Nordic contacts still have value, and 
it is all right for the three Nordic EU members to 
exchange views on a joint Nordic strategy in Europe and 
at the same time keep as close an eye as possible on the 
interests of other Nordic countnes that do not want to be 
part of the EU at present. 


In this context it might be useful to raise our eyes and 
look at the region as such. The three Baltic states have 
just reached a European agreement with the EU as a first 
step toward actual niembership. A Nordic Council in the 
process of transforming itself into some form of Nordic 
contact body should definitely take the Nordic and 
European orientation of the three Baltic states into 
consideration. 


The EU referendums have changed the political reality 
in the Nordic region. That is a fact. When the five Nordic 
prime ministers hold a meeting on the future of Nordic 
cooperation in January the talks should not be guided by 
the warm feelings the Nordic people traditionally have 
for each other. The discussion must be based on the fact 
that Europe's center of gravity has shifted toward the 
north with Sweden's and Finland's affirmative vote on 
EU membership. A so-called future group is outlining 
new forms of cooperation for a Nordic network. The 
proposal should be ready when the Nordic politicians 
head toward Iceland in March for what should be the last 
session of the Nordic Council. 


Leave Program Seen Key for Unemployment Drop 


95EN0067E Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 2 Dec 94 Sec II p 2 


[Article by Peter Andersen: “Unemployment Declined 
by 30,000 Over Three Months”} 


[FBIS Translated Text] There was a dramatic new decline 
in October, among other thines because many unem- 
ployed people have taken leave for training. In the future 
unemployment will decline more evenly, a labor econo- 
mist predicts. 


The number of jobless people fell by 30,000 from July to 
October. A stmilar development has not been seen since 
the middle of the 1980's, but it will not continue. The 
decline will be somewhat smaller in coming months, 
predicts economist Lars Andersen, director of the Labor 
Movement’s Employment Council. 


“The November figure may also show a big decline, but 
the underlying increase in employment is not big enough 
to enable this trend to continue. By and large the 
dramatic decline this fall is a reaction to the fact that the 
figures behaved strangely in the spring,” he said. 
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Back in the spring employment rose at the same time as 
thousands of Danes went on leave. It should have been 
possible to see this in the monthly unemployment figures 
from the Danish Bureau of Statistics, but the reaction 
was not evident. In July unemployment rose because 
fewer people we 1t on leave. 


Explanation 

According to a number of experts the explanation was 
that thousands more who were not registered as unem- 
ployed took advantage of the economic upturn to enter 
the job market. In addition, there were problems getting 
the labor market reform in gear, and thus fewer unem- 
ployed people entered job programs. 


These problems are now over. According to figures from 
the Labor Market Board the number of unemployed 
people in activation programs rose by 5,000 from Sep- 
tember to October. 


This has influenced the unemployment figure. The 
Labor Movement’s Employment Council has seasonally 
adjusted figures for individual unemployment funds, 
and they show that the Semiskilled Workers Federation’s 
(SiD) unemploymen: fund had the biggest decline: 1,600 
fewer members were unemployed in October. It is pre- 
cisely unskilled workers who feel it most when activation 
efforts increase. Unemployment among skilled workers 
has also declined, but somewhat less, and that is prima- 
rily because employment has risen, according to Lars 
Andersen. 


But leave programs are the factor that has had the biggest 
effect on the unemployment figure. There were 6,000 
more unemployed people on leave in October than there 
were the month before. But there are many indications 
that the increase is about to stop, and therefore the 
decline in unemployment will be more even. 


In the weeks after the summer vacation period ended 
until the middle of October an extraordinary number of 
unemployed people went on leave. They were especially 
drawn by training leave, but this was a temporary boom 
that followed the beginning of the new school year. 


[Box, p 2] 


Unemployed in October 


Some 319,700 Danes, or 11.4 percent of the work force, 
were registered as unemployed in October. That is a drop 
of 8,800 compared with the previous month and 29,100 
fewer than the jobless figure last October. The Danish 
Bureau of Statistics has adjusted the figures for seasonal 
variations. If the actual figures are used, the average 
number of people out of work in October was 310,400. 


By and large unemployment has declined in all branches 
and all age groups. The only exception is the 60- to 
66-year-old age bracket, where unemployment has risen. 
The Danish Bureau of Statistics has no immediate 
explanation. 
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Finland 


Official Assures EU on Maintaining Credible 
Defenses 


LD2801145098 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1300 GMT 28 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Kalevi Lamminen, chairman of 
the Diet Defense Committee, says that Finland has 
assured the European Union [EU] that Finland will 
maintain credible defense forces. According to Lammi- 
nen, who spoke at a seminar of the Association of 
National Defense Guilds. the EU notices that Finland 
takes care of its own area as far as it can. According to 
Lamminen, Finland could negotiate an agreement by 
which it would independently take care of national 
defense and the northeastern EU border. According to 
Lamminen, Finland should get help only when :t needs 
it. 


Lamfalussy Optimistic on Qualifying for EMU 
9SEN00734 Helsinki SUOMEN KUVALEHTI in 
Finnish 2 Dec 94 pp 4-6 


[Article by Pekka Anttila: “Finland in the Front Row?” } 


[FBIS Translated Text] “Finland may be among the first 
countries to get their economy up to par by EMU 
standards,” says Alexandre Lamfalussy, chairman of the 
EMI, the European Monetary Institute. 


The EMI became functional at the beginning of this year, 
at the same time as the EMU, the economic and mone- 
tary union, went into its second phase. The objective of 
this second phase of the EMU is to give more depth to 
the economic and monetary cooperation between EU 
countries, and to ease the transition to a common 
monetary policy. 


The EMI has a significant role to play in this process. Its 
task 1s to prepare the third phase of the EMU, strengthen 
the cooperation between the central banks of the EU 
member countries, and to monitor the activities of the 
EMS, the European Monetary System. It will also take 
care of the preparations directed toward the establish- 
ment of a Central Bank of Europe. 


A second important task of the EMI is to closely monitor 
the convergence of the economic policies of the member 
countries. The economic convergence requirements that 
the member countries must meet in order to qualify for 
the third phase of the EMU were stipulated by the 
Maastricht Treaty. According to the treaty, countries 
that cannot fulfill the requirements set, for inflation 
rates, long-term loans, and public sector economic 
policy, among other things. will be excluded from eligi- 
bility for the common form of currency 


The Belgian chairman of the EMI, former chairman of 
the International Regulatory Bank. Alexandre Lam- 
falussy, thinks it possible that Finland will meet the 
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EMU critena as early as 1997. The budgetary policy will 
gain importance to the extent that it will be the decisive 
criterion. 


“The highway of Finnish fiscal policy has been marked 
with signposts of both success and problems during the 
last two or three years. The war against inflation was 
successful; now it needs to be seen to that it will be kept 
under control in the future as well. On the other hand, 
problems are being caused by the size of the public 
sector, specifically the ration of public sector spending to 
the GNP, the amount of the deficit in public sector 
spending, and the ratio of the national debt to the GNP. 
In all of these aspects Finland is at present below average 
when compared to the EU countries,” says Lamfalussy. 


Markets Digesting Finland 


Lamfalussy feels that, of the convergence criteria, the 
most difficult one for Finland to meet is the deficit in 
public-sector spending. The EMU criteria specify that 
this deficit can be, at most, 3 percent of the GNP. This 
year Finland's estimated spending deficit will be around 
4.5 percent. 


“The long-term interest rates are alarmingly high, and 
this 1s a signal that higher inflation rates are anticipated. 
According to our research, this is usually caused by past 
experiences with inflation, an expected significant gov- 
ernment spending deficit, or the drop in the value of the 
country’s currency. All of these three factors are making 
an impact in Finland. Apparently the markets have not 
digested , that is fully accepted, the fact that there is a 
significant change in inflation-rate forecasts. This 
requires some time,” he says. 


Time Limit Expiring? 


The highest organ of the EMI is the council chaired by 
Lamfalussy, which is made up of the head directors of 
the central banks of the 12 EU member countnes. Since 
the beginning of July the Bank of Finland has partici- 
pated as an observer at the EMI meetings. Head director 
Sirkka Hamalainen has been the person attending the 
council meetings, but Bank of Finland officials have also 
been in attendance in all committees. At the beginning of 
next year, Finland will be a fully authorized, functioning 
participant in the work. 


The EMI council has box seats for watching how the 
member countries are progressing in their efforts to stay 
on track for the third phase of the EMU. The goal is to 
institute the EMU either, at the earliest, at the beginning 
of 1997, or, at the latest, at the beginning of 1999. The 
transition to this third phase will take place in 1997 if a 
majority of the member countries fuifill the agreed upon 
fiscal convergence criteria. 


If Norway joins the EU in addition to Finland, Sweden, 
and Austria, the majority will be defined as nine out of 
the 16 countnes. This 1s also the absolute minimum 
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number, for were only eight countries to fulfill the 
requirements, the establishment of the EMU will be 
postponed until 1999. 


“It is possible that there will be a majority of nine 
countries ready, but I have my own doubts about that. I 
do not consider it very probable. It is hard to forecast 
even how many member countries will be up to EMU 
standards in 1999.” 


No minimum number of ready countries has been stip- 
ulated for establishing the EMU in 1999. 


Despite the many difficulties, and the general pessi- 
mism, Alexandre Lamfalussy does not believe that the 
EMU will fail to materialize altogether. 


“Founding the EMU is no mere political symbolism, but 
its existence is justified on practical grounds. In an 
extensively integrated economy, the instability of cur- 
rency exchange rates can be destructive, and that is why, 
upon the creation of the EMU, exchange rates will be 
fixed for good. Both industry and ordinary people will 
benefit from this; the elimination of even one cause of 
economic instability is progress. Even this, by itself, is, in 
my Opinion, reason enough to establish the EMU,” says 
Lamfalussy. 


Doctoral Thesis Examines Threat Scenarios 


9SENOO88A Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in 
Swedish 5 Jan 95 p 4 


[Article by Rolf Sundberg: “Doctoral Thesis About Fin- 
land and the Threat Scenarios”’] 


{FBIS Translated Text] Russia is still a major power that 
strives to keep a protective zone in front of its own 
territory, according to Steve Lindberg, who today defends 
his doctoral thesis about Finland and the threat scenarios. 


Vasa—Today when Steve Lindberg defends his doctoral 
dissertation with his thesis, “Threat Scenarios for Fin- 
land: Security, Political Change, and Continuity,” it 1s 
already quite clear that his work will become the object 
of broad interest at military academies in many coun- 
tries. That evaluation is made by Professor Sten Ber- 
glund, who today, at the public examination in Vasa, 
functions as the opponent. 


“The impact will certainly be even greater than we are 
used to. Defense researchers such as Agrell and Ries will 
surely acquaint themselves with the content of the dis- 
sertation, and the same applies to a number of defense 
planners and politicians,” says Sten Berglund. 


On the part of Finland, the political threats to security 
and defense have actually not changed very much, 
although the geography and political conditions south 
and east of our country have been radically altered 
during the last few years. 


“In a phase after the dramatic changes in the 1990's it 
was believed that Finland had access to an entire menu 
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of security policies, and it was merely a matter of 
choice,” states Steve Lindberg. 


“Now that we are beginning to glimpse the outlines of 
the new situation, it 1s clear that Russia 1s still dominated 
by traditional Great Power politics, and the geopolitical 
imperative therefore appears still relevant for Finland. 
The national patriotic line, Rutskoi’s and Zhirinovskiy’s 
views, have broader support than we think in the Rus- 
sian administrative machinery. These forces are working 
for Russia to recapture its old borders,” Lindberg says. 


In this respect Steve Lindberg does not see any major 
difference between Yeltsin, Rutskoi, and Zhirinovskiy. 


“Afier all, Yeltsin sanctioned the Russian defense doc- 
trine in which that message 1s the same, geopolitically, as 
the one also represented by both former Vice President 
Rutskoi and the leader of the Liberal Democratic party, 
Zhirinovskty.” 


The EU Did Not Provide Much Security 


Finland still les between Russia’s and the EU's [Euro- 
pean Union] geoeconomic spheres of interest, with ele- 
ments of a geostrategic sphere of interest for both Russia 
and the United States. 


“In this respect Finland’s EU membership has not had 
any significance for our security policy.” 


Steve Lindberg points out the insecurity in Russia and 
that security-political development in the EU is still 
undecided. 


“Sure, it 1s also possible to look with hope on the 
development in Russia; the market economy and democ- 
racy could emerge victorious from the turbulence and 
the uncertainty we experience today,”’ Lindberg 
explains. 


On the part of Finland, this uncertainty has the result 
that the country must still invest in its own credible 
defense of its territory. Lindberg speaks of a minimalist 
neutrality in which traditional defense thinking domi- 
nates. 


“Here there is risk of a vicious circle; the Russian 
defense doctrine opposes foreign troops in neighboring 
countries. We could end up in a situation where we must 
prepare for traditional defense thinking with high per- 
formance requirements, so as to soften Russian fears that 
Finland, as a member of the EU, would immediately 
need help from abroad in a crisis between major 
powers.” 


Expand Cooperation With Sweden 


“Another possibility is to expand the defense policy 
cooperation with Sweden. Alongside the cooperation in 
acquiring defense materiel, the Finnish and Swedish 
defense forces could also intensify their cooperation 
regarding monitoring of the airspace and areas at sea; the 
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two countnes’ radar networks could exchange informa- 
tion in real time, for example, in order to cooperate 
better and more efficiently on monitoring airspace and 
areas at sea,” Lindberg explains. 


In his dissertation he tries to connect the continuity- and 
change-causing factors that are relevant to the Finnish 
threat scenario concept. Steve Lindberg’s doctoral 
defense takes place at the Department of Social Sciences 
of Abo Academy in Vasa. 


SDP, National Coalition Party Open Election 
Campaigns 

LD2801150395 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1400 GMT 28 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Social Democrats [SDP] and 
the National Coalition Party have opened their election 
campaigns for the parliamentary elections [schedules for 
19 March]. 


In Helsinki, SDP Deputy Chairman Liisa Jaakonsaari 
called for national unity. According to Jaakonsaan, 
employment figures can be improved and the spiral of 
debt cut only with a policy aimed at breaking the walls 
between different groups of people. Jaakonsaari also 
believes that high quality education must be available for 
everybody. 


National Coalition Party Chairman Sauli Niinistoe said 
that those parties which reject the Pekkanen employ- 
ment program should present their own economic pro- 
grams before the parliamentary elections. Niinistoe, who 
was speaking in Jaervenpaeae, accused both the Center 
Party and the Social Democrats of rejecting the Pek- 
kanen program. 


The opening ceremony of the National Coalition Party’s 
election campaign was interrupted an hour ago when 
news reached the ceremony that Chairman Niinistoe’s 
wife was killed in a car accident in the morning. 


Daily Views Ahtisaari’s Continued Drop in Polls 


95EN0073C Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 11 Dec 94 p 2 


[Editorial: “Ahtisaari’s Profile Taking President Into the 
Opposition] 

[FBIS Translated Text] According to the HELSINGIN 
SANOMAT, Martti Ahtisaari’s popularity at the polls 
has clearly dropped since last summer. Even so, two out 
of every three Finns still give him a good grade overall, 
and as many as three out of four do so in foreign policy, 
which is more than did so before. The president could 
hardly be disappointed with the figures. There would, 
however, be cause for him to consider why he is clearly 
being characterized as a left-wing president, or should we 
say as a president who represents the opposition. 


Ahtisaari entered the presidential campaign from out- 
side the realm of party politics. Even though he was 
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selected as the Social Democratic candidate, he imme- 
diately began to distance himself from the party and its 
machinery. That led to friction between Social Demo- 
crats and their own candidate. At a critical point in the 
tough campaign, Ahtisaarn had to eat humble pie and to 


depend upon the party's support. 


While in office Ahtisaari has insisted that he ts the 
president of all the people. That is certainly his sincerely 
sought objective. It is too early to judge how well he has 
succeeded. The HELSINGIN SANOMAT poll gives 
interesting hints as to how different groups of people 
regard Ahtisaari’s performance. 


Clearly the most satisfied were people who vote for the 
Left Alliance and the Social Democratic Party, of whom 
few rated the president's performance as poor. However, 
ha!f or almost half of the people who vote for the Center 
Party and the Conservatives feel that he has done poorly. 
People who vote for the Swedish People’s Party do so in 
even greater numbers. The partition is clear. 


Are the results what was expected, even taken for 
granted? They could hardly have been taken for granted, 
if the president is really trying to be the president of all 
the people. It would also be natural to assume that a 
president would get along well with the reigning cabinet, 
particularly with its prime minister. It would seem rare 
in our condition for the president to be more popular 
with voters of the opposition parties than governing 
parties. 


It would still be premature to conclude that Ahtisaari ts 
deliberately taking a stance on the side of the opposition 
and the little guy, to discipline the cabinet regardless of 
who is in it. That will be determined only if the Social 
Democrats gain a place in the cabinet. Ahtisaari’s pre- 
decessor, Mauno Koivisto, saw it as his obligation to 
support whichever cabinet was in power. The same 
cannot be said of Ahtisaari, or not yet anyway. 


The difficulties that Ahtisaari and Esko Aho’s cabinet 
have had in cooperating with each other have partly been 
due to the cabinet and Eduskunta’s desire to weaken the 
president's position as leader of foreign policy. A couple 
of different times the president has, in the dispute over 
division of statecraft powers, out of sheer clumsiness, 
backed himself so badly into a corner that the Social 
Democrats have had to come to his rescue. This, along 
with the president's aggressive actions on behalf of the 
unemployed, has strengthened the impression of nonso- 
cialist voters that he is the president of the Social 
Democratic and Left Alliance folk. 


Ahtisaar’s popularity has been aided by his diligence in 
getting out into the provinces, and his continuing 
appearances. The flip side of this and his countless 
interviews is that presidential statements now seldom 
attract significant interest. In Mauno Koivisto’s opinion 
even a little hammer in the president's hands becomes a 
sledgehammer. In Martti Ahtisaari’s hands, sad to say, 
every hammer appears to be made of rubber. 
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Poll: Governing Parties Would Lose Seats 
95P20408A Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 3 Jan 95 p 9 


[Finnish News Bureau Report: “Opinion Poll Result 
Would Significantly Alter Parliament's Power Relation- 
ships; SDP Would Get 24 Additional Seats”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Social Democratic Party 
(SDP) would get 24 new representatives in Parliament, 
and the Center Party would lose 14 representatives, if 
results from the latest opinion poll on party support are 


converted to parliamentary seats. 


Over 7,500 eligible voters were interviewed between 
September and December for the poll conducted by 
Taloustutkimus for the Finnish Broadcasting Company's 
Radio News division. Those interviewd were asked 
which party they would vote for if parliamentary elec- 
tions were held now. They were also asked how they 
voted in the last local elections. 


The distribution of parliamentary seats according to 
electoral districts was calculated based on stated party 
preferences and information on existing electoral alli- 
ances. 


According to this calculation, the SDP would get a total 
of 72 seats (versus its currently held 48), the Center Party 
41 (mow 55), and the Conservative Party 35 (now 40). 
The Left Alliance would get 16 (now 19), the Greens 17 
(now 10), the Swedish People’s Party 10 (now 12). 


The Christian Party delegation would be reduced from 
its current eight seats to two. 


The number of representatives elected on the Rural 
Party list would drop from its present seven to two. The 
Liberals would keep their one seat. 


The original nonparty groups would keep their current 
three seats, according to this calculation. 


Norway 


Clinton Address Seen Start of Relection Campaign 


BR2701121295 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
26 Jan 95 p 18 


[Editorial: “Offer of a Compromise”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] President Bill Clinton drew some 
interesting parallels in his State of the Union Address in 
the early hours of yesterday: He reminded his audience 
that his predecessors, Harry Truman and Ronald 
Reagan, both managed to accomplish important things 
despite the fact that their rival parties temporarily had a 
majority in Congress. Understandably enough, however, 
Clinton did not go into one important difference: The 
two former presidents he named proved to be dynamic 
politicians with clear objectives from the minute they 
entered the White House. Congress and the American 
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people never had any doubts about what those two 


presidents wanted, regardiess of whether their proposals 
were supported or were voted down. 


In the course of his two years as the U.S. head of state, 
Bill Clinton has squandered a disastrous amount of the 
political capita) he had when he was voted into office. 
What has cost him most is the fact that he can come 
across as a fickle, indecisive leader, and he has not 
succeeded in getting across what he actually stands for. It 
is sometimes the case that the reason does not lie in the 
communication problem, but rather in the fact that the 
politician in question does not stand for anything at all. 


It would probably be unfair to claim this in Clinton’s 
case. ideologically he is anchored in the liberal, social- 
reformist wing of the Democratic Party. A whole series 
of his views are relatively close to the opin ons we 
encounter around the center in the politics nany 
European countries. This places him left of center in the 
United States. 


There is a poor market for such a stance in the United 
States today, not least following the Republicans’ tri- 
umph in the November elections. The President, how- 
ever, displayed relatively little skill and will to fight for 
his flagship issues even before he lost the majority in 
Congress. This fact has underpinned the—perhaps 
unjustified—view that he does not really believe in 
them. Both he himself and his advisers now know that 
such an impression is widespread among a large propor- 
tion of the U.S. electorate. On Tuesday he got down in 
earnest to the work of persuading them that he deserves 
to be reelected in November next year. 


By then, he must have some results to point to, and apart 
from giving a few underscorings of the Democrats’ 
fundamental vision he used a great deal of his speech to 
invite the Republicans to cooperate with him. This is in 
keeping with his previous political career, and in line 
with the basic idea behind U.S. Government practice: 
Extreme views must be worn down and then away so that 
agreement can be achieved. It is very uncertain whether 
the opposition will now give him a helping hand on 
terms other than their own. In the Republican reply to 
his address, one of the party’s new prominent and 
engaging politicians, Governor Christine Todd Whit- 
man, invited Clinton to join together with them when 
they get down to changing America. The implication 
behind this is that Clinton musi pursue their policies. 


This he cannot do; insteas he must seek out far more 
actively the compromises that he was rather unwilling to 
consider throughout the first two years of his presidency. 
In addition, he must put some of his flagship issues on 
ice: first and foremost the ambitious, but far too costly 
health reform plans that ran aground last fall. The 
Republic «ss will have to do themselves a great deal of 
harm before Clinton's reelection chances begin to grow 
again. Anu with their newfound arrogance, they are well 
on the way to doing just that. For a president who hopes 
that his popularity has reached its low point, however, it 
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is uncomfortable to be so dependent on blunders that he 
hopes the opposition will make. 


NATO's Claes: Missile Incident *Misunderstanding* 
BR3001 104895 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
27 Jan 95 p 6 


[Report by Bente E. Engesland: “NATO Secretary Gen- 
eral—Miusunderstanding”’| 

[FBIS Translated Text] NATO Secretary General Willy 
Claes has warned against exaggerating the significance of 
the missile episode. However, he ts concerned about the 
unclear balance of power in Moscow. 


President Yeltsin's reactions following the launch of the 
Norwegian research missile ended up dominating the 
concluding part of visit to Norway by Claes. 


“A misunderstanding,” Claes said, referring to the con- 
fusion at a news conference in Oslo yesterday. The same 
response was given to repeated questions put in various 
ways about the missile affair. The NATO secretary 
general wanted to play down the matter, saying he saw 
“no reason to exaggerate what actually happened” or 
“create panic among people.” 


Claes referred to the confirmations given by the Norwe- 
gian authorities that due warning was given of the 
launching of the civilian research missile from Andoya. 


But Russian President Boris Yeltsin said yesterday that 
he had made use of his black suitcase, containing the 
nuclear button, for the first time. The missile episode 
apparently set off a red alert in Moscow. Is NATO not 
concerned at these reactions? 


“We will now look into precisely what happened a” ! 
analyze whether he really made use of the black suit- 
case,” the secretary general said in response to AFTEN- 
POSTEN’s question. 


As far as Claes could interpret events yesterday, the 
affair appeared to be “simply a misunderstanding.” 
However, the secretary general intimated that “domestic 
policy considerations” could be behind Yeltsin's state- 
ments. 


Right now it is important to strengthen the dialogue with 
Russia and contribute toward its democratization and 
reforms, Claes said. “We must not isolate Russia,” he 
stressed. 


The Norwegian Foreign Ministry 15 taking Yeltsin's 
claims regarding the missile launch from Andoya very 
seriously and has requested the Norwegian Embassy in 
Moscow to investigate what happened on the Russian 
— so that similar episodes can be avoided in the 
uture. 


Defense Minister Jorgen Kosmo says that Yeltsin's state- 
ments confirm his assumptions about how the misunder- 
standing came about. 
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“Il assume that the Russian air surveillance center 
watched the launch and reported 11 to Moscow, resulting 
in a misunderstanding there. Never for one moment 
have I doubted that the Russians are capable of moni- 
toring missile launches,” Kosmo said. 


Aho: Nordic Cooperation, EU Membership 
Complementary 


LD2901213095 Helsinki Radio Finland in English 1930 
GMT 29 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The prime ministers of the 
Nordic countries met for a summit in Copenhagen on 
Sunday aimed at mapping out the future of regional 
cooperation in the wake of new European Union mem- 
bership for Finland and Sweden. Especially Norway, 
which has not joined the EU [European Union], ts 
interested in continuing traditional forms of Nordic 
cooperation. However, budget cuts may seriously affect 
future official cooperation in the region. Joc Brady 
reports: 


{Brady} Both Norway and Iceland are hoping that Fin- 
land will provide some measure of protection againsi 
plans by Sweden to slash funding for Nordic coopera- 
tion. The Swedish finance minister has been pushing for 
overall budgeting cuts and as Sweden is the largest 
contributor to formal Nordic cooperation, his remarks 
have been taken seriously. Finland's Prime Munister 
Esko Aho stated upon arrival for the Copenhagen gath- 
ering that savings measures have come to the fore at a 
bad time, just when Finland, Sweden, and Norway are 
trying to adapt to new relationships with the European 
Union. He added that funding cuts could be misinter- 
preted as meaning that Nordic cooperation is losing its 
significance. Mr. Aho said that Nordic cooperation and 
work within the EU by its three Nordic members actu- 
ally complement each other. Norway's Prime Minister 
Gro Hariem Brundtland is hoping for the development 
of Nordic trade relations to be given greater weight. In 
addition she feels that cultural cooperation, which 
already uses up half of the joint budget, should be 
continued at present levels if not expanded. [passage 
omitted] 


Sweden 


on Change’ Since Last State of Union 


BR2701121395 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 26 Jan 95 p 2 


[Editorial: “State of Clinton Hardly Good” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] What a melancholy change of 
scene. Last January Bill Clinton delivered the annual 
State of the Union address with a measure of confidence. 
He had pushed through the NAFTA (North American 
Free Trade Area) agreement, his budget proposal, and a 
form of student grant scheme. He was set to secure the 
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culmination of h:s work as president—a national health 
reform. Today he knows better. 


The transformation is not taking place, other than at best 
in the form of some sort of minor compromise variant. 
After the fall midterm elections Clinton is a loser. 
Tuesday evening's speech in Congress underscored the 
fact that it 1s not he but the Republicans who are setting 
the political agenda. 


A battered Clinton has been unable to draw any benefit 
from the fact that the new strong man, Newt Gingrich, is 
being criticized for a lucrative book contract with Rupert 
Murdoch, at the same time as Gingrich party colleagues 
are beginning to realize the difficulty of rapidly carrying 
through a new nght-wing policy. 

Unfortunately, it sounds a little helpless when Clinton 
wants to demonstrate the importance of his administra- 
tion intention in a new “covenant” with the citizens. In 
practice, he is hurrying to sign up to Republican ideas. 


Certainly it is excellent that the president stigmatizes the 
violence in films and on television. He will fight, in the 
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worst scenario with his power of veto, to maintain the 


ban on especially dangerous automatic weapons. But 
does this matter? 


in the short term, the most important thing is that 
Clinton should make sure of the $40 billion loan guar- 
antee to Mexico. That would calm *he major American 
banks, which have been devoting themselves increas- 
ingly to speculation, while savers have been lured over to 
risks in third world equity funds. That would also be 
what he could do to dampen the currency and share price 
unrest which swept over the world as recently as last 
Monday, marked politically by Mexico's difficulties, the 
Kobe earthquake, and rumors of Deng Xiaoping’s forth- 
coming demise. 

Will Clinton in some way succeed in demonstrating that 
the power of the White House is still something to be 
reckoned with? In /ser reply speech, the Republicans’ 
new star, New Jerszy Senator Christine Todd Whitman, 
adopted a revealingly skeptical tone. And when that was 
over, committed television viewers returned to the 
courtroom fate of murder suspect O.J. Simpson. 
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U.S. President Urged To Upgrade Emissary's Role 
NC2801165795 Nicosia ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 
28 Jan 95 pl 


[From the “Speaking Freely” column: “The U.S. Presi- 
dential Emissary Must Be Upgraded™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] We believe that if the United 
States wants to play a more decisive role in the Cyprus 
issue, the level of U.S. President Bill Clinton's emissary 
must be upgraded. Richard Beattie may have the capa- 
bilities and virtues, but does not have the image and 
effectiveness of a powerful figure like Cyrus Vance. No 
matter what, the parties involved will pay a different 
kind of attention to a technocrat with some diplomatic 
capabilities such as Richard Beattie, than to a political 
figure with international recognition such as Cyrus 
Vance. 


Without questioning Beattie’s capabilities, we are cer- 
tain that the U.S. intervention in the Cyprus issue will be 
more effective if President Clinton appoints a powerful 
figure like Cyrus Vance in charge of the relevant mission. 
Turkey is already viewing Beattie with indifference, 
which is causing the U.S. initiative to degenerate. 
Ankara would have certainly adopted a different stance 
and behavior toward a figure with an international image 
who would have essentially been the U.S. President's 
alter ego. 


So, if the United States wants to play the role cf catalyst 
in the Cyprus issue, it can do no less than appoint a 
figure with an international image to carry out this 
mission. President Clinton has the word. 


Beattie Visit Results ‘Poor’ 
NC2701190895 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in Greek 1600 GMT 27 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The results of U.S. Presidential 
Emissary Richard Beattie’s visit to Cyprus were less than 
expected. Foreign diplomats told the Cyprus Broad- 
casting Corporation that the results of the visit were poor 
and not what was expected. But they said that this period 
is favorable for pursuing a turn, as they put it, in Turkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktas’ stance. They said: This is 
because Turkey iniensely wants to promote the Euro- 
pean Union [EU]-Turkish Customs Union agreement. 


UN's Clark Opposes EU Membership for Cyprus 
NC2901143695 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in Greek 2000 GMT 28 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] A major issue is expected fol- 
lowing information that during talks with diplomats 
from UN Security Council permanent member states, 
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Joe Clark, the UN secretary general s special representa- 
tive in Cyprus, opposed Cyprus’ accession to the Euro- 
pean Union [EU]. This position does not reflect the 
views of UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali. 


According to the Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation 
[CyBC] correspondent in New York, in recent .aeetings 
with foreign diplomats at UN headquarters, Joe Clark 
described the possibility of Cyprus’ accession to the EU 
as destructive. Some permanent representatives from 
EU countries were surprised because they knew Butrus- 
Ghali’s views on the issue. They frankly suggested that 
Clark change the subject. 


CyBC’s correspondent in New York reports that reliable 
circles in New York have described as negative the 
prevailing climate at the UN Secretariat concerning Joe 
Clark. They consider him 4 oad choice for the duties he 
has taken on. 


This is the second time in three months that Clark has 
expressed negative opinions on issues concerning EU- 
Cyprus relations. In past meetings with UN Security 
Council members, Clark had suggested that ways be 
found to reverse the European Court decision on the 
escudostate. At that time, President Glavkos Kliridhis 
gent a letter to the UN secretary gen ral noting that Clark 
is acting Outside his mission orders. 


Diplomatic circles in New York told the CyBC corre- 
spondent that they consider Clark's position as the UN 
secretary general's special representative as in jeopardy. 


Kliridhis Remarks 


NC2901 161695 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in Greek 1400 GMT 29 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] President Glavkos Kliridhis said 
the government does not share the view that Joe Clark, 
the UN secretary general's special representative in 
Cyprus, has reportedly expressed—that Cyprus’ acces- 
sion to the European Union [EU] would be destructive 
to the efforts for a Cyprus solution. The president was 
speaking to reporters this morning after the memorial 
service for General Grivas and was asked to comment on 
a report by the Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation 
[CyBC] correspondent in New York that Joe Clark 
opposed Cyprus’ accession to the EU. Kliridhis added 
that Cyprus’ EU membership would be a catalyst for a 
solution to the Cyprus issue. He said: We are used to 
hearing big statements so it does not bother us. 


The government is investigating CyBC's information 
that in talks with UN Security Council permanent mem- 
bers, Joe Clark reportedly opposed Cyprus’ accession to 
the EU. According to reliable sources, if this information 
is verified, the Cypriot Government will react immedi- 
ately and strongly. CyBC reported that Clark is acting on 
issues-—such as relations between the EU and Cyprus— 
that fall outside his jurisdiction and his instructions. 
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Government To Investigate Clark’s Remarks 
NC2901194195 Nicosia CyBC Television Network in 
Greek 1830 GMT 29 Jan 95 


[Report by correspondent Kostas Yennaris—recorded] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [Yennaris] Reports about the 
stance of Joe Clark, the UN secretary general's special 
representative in Cyprus, on Cyprus’ accession to the 
European Union [EU] have surprised Nicosia, particu- 
larly because the UN secretary general's stance on the 
issue is well known and is in line with the evaluation that 
President Glavkos Klinidhis rm.ade today: 

[Kliridhis] Clark has expressed a view that we do not 
share. We believe that Cyprus’ accession will be a 
catalyst for a solution to the Cyprus issue. 


[Yennaris}] In a statement to the Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation [CyBC] from Athens, Foreign Minister 
Alekos Mikhailidhis clarified that Clark is not compe- 
tent on this issue. 


{Mikhailidhis} Cyprus has applied to the European 
Union, not the United Nations. 


[Yennaris] Government spokesman loannis Kasoulidhis 
was also surprised and stressed that if the reports are 
true, then Joe Clark is going beyond his instructions. 


[Kasoulidhis] I do not know if Clark said this, but we will 
investigate it. Anyone who speaks like this knows 
nothing about the factors in the Cyprus issue or how the 
Cyprus issue can progress. So, as I have said in the past 
about the European Court decision, a serious problem 
will certainly be created if such hasty moves are made. 
There will certainly be consequences. 


DIKO Criticizes Clark’s Remarks 


NC2901194395 Nicosia CyBC Television Network in 
Greek 1830 GMT 29 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] DIKO [Democratic Party] 
Chairman Spiros ~~} said that if Joe Clark, the 
UN secretary general's special representative in Cyprus, 
actually made the statement attributed to him, he cer- 
tainly cannot continue exercising his duties as the UN 
secretary general's representative in Cyprus. 


Kranidhiotis-Juppe Formula on EU Membership 


NC2801201895 Nicosia CyBC Television Network in 
Greek 1830 GMT 28 Jan 95 


[Report by correspondent Themis Themistocleous— 
recorded] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] A senior diplomatic source in 
Athens today revealed to the Cyprus Broadcasting Cor- 
poration |CyBC] that the agreement reached in Paris on 
1* January 1995 between Greek Deputy Foreign Min- 
ister loannis Kranidhiotis and French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe provides that Greece will lift its veto to the 
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European Union [EU}-Turkish customs union agree- 
ment if four conditions are met. 


The first condition is that accession negotiations 
between the EU and Cyprus will begin within three 
months from the conclusion of the 1996 intergovern- 
ment conference. Second, until then, the Cypriot Gov- 
ernment will be in continuous talks with the European 
Union by participating in four ministerial councils: 
Foreign, Interior, Transportation, and Justice and Public 
Order. Political between Cyprus and the EU at 
the top level will be established with Cyprus’ presence in 
European summit councils. The third condition is that 
upgraded, pre-accession talks will be held until the 
intergovernment conference concludes, aiming to bring 
Cyprus’ foreign and security policies and legislation in 
line with those in the EU. The fourth condition is that 
the second phase of the EU-Cyprus customs union 
agreement will be brought forward so that it concludes 
before accession negotiations begin. 

If these conditions are met, Greece will agree to the 
finalization of the EU-Turkish Customs Union agree- 
ment on 7 March. However, Athens will still veto the 
600-million-ECU financial aid to lurkey within the 
framework of the Fourth Financial Protocol until Turkey 
makes specific moves for progress in the Cyprus issue 
such as the withdrawal of troops and the reopening of 
Famagusta, makes a statement for good-neighborly rela- 
tions with Greece, and shows proof of respect for human 
rights. If Turkey makes a move toward progress on the 
Cyprus issue but later retreats, Greece will again raise its 
veto by obstructing the next installment of EU economic 
aid. 

According to CyBC information, German Foreign Min- 
ister Klaus Kinkel has informed France that Germany 
disagrees with setting a timetable for the beginning of 
accession negotiations. Germany, however, is the only 
country that has raised objections and will find it diffi- 
cult to impose its view at the Council of Ministers on 6-7 
February. 

The British Foreign Office does not disagree with setting 
a date but is trying to introduce a clause to the Krani- 
dhiotis-Juppe formula that will benefit the Turkish Cyp- 
riots. Specifically, it demands that the Turkish Cypriot 
community be allowed to participate in the negotiating 
procedure or the final accession decision. The CyBC 
source said that especially delicate handling is necessary 
to prevent a change in the Kranidhiotis-Juppe formula. 
Turkey hopes to achieve the change during the five-party 
meeting that will be held in London on 2 February. 
Britain, France, Germany, Italy, and Turkey will partic- 
ipate in the meeting at the foreign ministers level. 
Ankara is also making final efforts so that the financial 
aspect will be included in the Customs Union agreement. 


Mikhailidhis on French Initiative on Joining EU 


NC2901202395 Nicosia CyBC Television Network in 
Greek 1830 GMT 29 Jan 95 


[Report by correspondent Kostas Yennaris—recorded] 
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{[FBIS Translated Text] The French European Union 
[EU] presidency is promoting some ideas regarding the 
beginning of accession negotiations with Cyprus that 
essentially meet Greek and Cypriot expectations. This is 
the conclusion of a statement that Foreign Minister 
Alekos Mikhailidhis made to the Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation from Athens. 


[Mikhailidhis] The setting of a specific timetable would 
have to be clear and not connected to the ratification of 
the agreement that would follow the intergovernment 
conference, but connected to the conclusion of the inter- 
government conference. 


The second criterion that was very important to us was 
that the prospective text essentially be an order and 
therefore be considered a final EU decision. 


The third criterion is that it is not in any way associated 
with the course of the Cyprus issue, because such an 
association would mean that Turkey is given another 
argument of why it does not want a solution. We want 
the opposite to happen. 


[Yennaris] Mikhailidhis said that the ideas that the 
French EU presidency is promoting meet these criteria. 
He added that the French presidency is promoting the 
idea of special relations with Cyprus until the beginning 
of accession negotiations and asked Cyprus to submit its 
own ideas. He said: We have already prepared a relevant 
document. 
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The French ideas will be discussed at the EU Council of 
Foreign Ministers meeting on 6 February that will 
review Cyprus’ European course. According to CyBC’s 
information, Paris is examining the possibility of pro- 
moting the EU-Turkish Customs Union agreement as a 
package along with the financial part if the European 
Parliament ratifies it by the end of the year. In exchange, 
the condition for the setting of a date for the beginning of 
accession negotiations may possibly be met at the 6 
February meeting. Mikhailidhis confirmed that two 
countries, Germany and Britain, have some objections, 
but will meet the two foreign ministers during his visit to 
Brussels. 


EU Commissioner Warns Turkey 


NC2701214795 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in Greek 2000 GMT 27 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] European Union [EU] Commis- 
sioner Hans van den Broek warned Turkey that it cannot 
keep the Cyprus issue unresolved forever. Specifically, 
he stressed that it is not possible to keep Cyprus a 
hostage to Turkey forever. He said: If the Cyprus issue is 
not resolved within three years, Turkey must be told: 
Sorry, but this is enough. He also made it clear that it will 
depend on Turkey whether the negotiations for Cyprus’ 
accession to the EU will apply to all of Cyprus or just a 
part of it. 

Van den Broek stressed that whether economic aid to 


Turkey resumes will depend significantly on whether 
there is progress in the Cyprus issue. 
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Demirel Comments on Foreign, Domestic Issues 


NC2801115795 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 24 Jan 95 p A4 


[Report by Ibrahim Holozlu] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Istanbul—Turkish President 
Suleyman Demirel, stating that the armed forces were 
under civilian government, warned that “in today’s 
constitutional Turkey, the place and the function of the 
armed forces should not be discussed in terms of its 
relationship in the country’s government, politics or 
other businesses.” 


“Today the armed forces are under civilian rule,” 
Demirel said, adding “If you ask me, as the president, 
what will happen tomorrow, I will say that this will be 
the case tomorrow as well.” 


Speaking at a conference organized by the British mag- 
azine THE ECONOMIST at Swiss hotel The Bosphorus 
Monday [23 January] morning, Demirel briefed partici- 
pants on the state of the Turkish economy and the 
investment opportunities available in Turkey. He elab- 
orated on Turkey’s economic potential and the recession 
experienced last year, inviting foreign businessmen to 
invest in Turkey. 


During a question-and-answer session after his remarks 
he emphasized that Turkey was trying to maintain its 
territorial integrity and the welfare and security of its 
people. He said that these efforts should be supported by 
all. 


He also noted that Turkey’s full membership into the 
European Union depended noi only on Europe’s atti- 
tudes but also on Turkey's efforts as well. He said that 
EU can not remain “a Christian club.” 


The Azerbaijan-Armenian war clogs the road to the 
Turkic Republics in Central Asia, Demirel said, and 
added that he hoped the bloodshed would stop in 1995 
and constructive discussions between the two sides 
would open soon. 


Following are excerpts from President Demirel’s pre- 
pared speech and answers to some of the questions 
raised. 


On the Army’s Role in Future: 


Turkey is a constitutional state, and it has a separation of 
powers. The role of the armed forces has been clearly 
delineated, as have those of all its organizational parts. 
The armed forces under the command of the civil 
administration are carrying out their duties with dis- 
patch. 


Today the place of the armed forces within the Turkish 
Republic as a constitutional state, and the work they are 
to carry out has been decided; we must not, in my 
opinion, argue and speculate over ways in which they 
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might get involved in the country’s administration, its 
politics and other matters in the future. 


In the past this happened. What occurred in the past 
must not be experienced today or in the future. If you are 
not sure what will happen in the future and expect the 
worst, this is what will happen. Whatever duty has been 
given to whatever person, that person will do that duty. 


Some people have grown doubtful as to whether this will 
happen again. Basically these are moral matters. If the 
people believed in the regime and the state, these doubts 
wouldn’t arise. The person who doubts sometimes turns 
out to be right. But if you ask me, to be secure is better 
than being twisted up in doubts; however if you do meet 
with a surprise, embracing it as a surprise is better than 
living every day in doubt. In Turkey the army is under 
the command of the civil administration, and as presi- 
dent, if you ask me what will happen tomorrow, 
tomorrow it will still be the case. 


On the Southeast Problem: 


Some armed people have been terrorizing the mountains 
of Turkey for the past ten years. They are killing people 
regardless of sex or age. The only thing the government 
can do is to catch these people and hand them over to the 
law. That is exactly what the government is doing today. 
If anyone is asking what the government is doing about 
the problem today, this is the answer. 


The government is trying to maintain the territorial 
integrity, and security of its people. It will continue to do 
so this year as well. We are hoping that this will not be 
necessary in 1996. By then, hopefully, the terrorist 
organizations will be wiped out, or at least occupy a 
much lower priority on the agenda. 


Is fighting for its territorial integrity wrong? What 
country under similar circumstances would not do the 
same? When Turkey acts under these circumstances it 
does so with the constitution uppermost in mind. Every- 
thing is under the control of the Turkish Parliament. 


Turkey is a democracy. Democracy and human rights do 
not condone the breakdown of a country. Anyone who 
believes in democracy should support Turkey's fight 
against terrorism. No one can or should tell the govern- 
ment to do something that would endanger Turkey's 
territorial integrity or cause bigger problems. Turkey 
should be and is the decision maker. 


On the European Union and Turkey: 


A timetable for Turkey’s becoming a member of the 
European Union (EU) began in 1963. When Turkey 
applied for full membership in the EU in 1987, it was 
told that no consultations over membership would be 
held with any country until 1993. However, assurances 
were given to Turkey that it could enter the EU. 


Turkey is trying to bring its economy 100 percent in line 
with the EU. This is Turkey’s most important goal. If 
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Turkey can bring its economy to the point where it can 
compete with European countries, then nothing can be 
said against Turkey's joining the EU from an economic 
standpoint. 


But the same can’t said from the political angle. it is 
being said by some countries that Turkey shouldn't be 
taken into the EU because it is Muslim. I don’t agree 
with those opinions because Europe is civilized, and it 
can’t remain merely a “Christian club’. When Europe is 
accepted as a Christian club, the concept of the United 
Nations becomes bankrupt. Where human rights are 
concerned, there is no separation of religion, language, 
gender or race. 


We are not in some defensive state of mind, grousing 
that “we won't become full members of the EU.” We are 
trying to comply with the economic and democratic 
conditions of the EU. When we implement these condi- 
tions and the EU ignores us, then we may listen to other 
more sensitive reasons. But today we are not at this 
point. After all Turkey won't be a burden on anybody’s 
back as a member of the EU, but it is seeking a partner. 
If Turkey becomes a full member of the EU, then Turkey 
will be as valuable to Europe as Europe will be to Turkey. 


On Turkey and Her Neighbors: 


After the breakup of the Soviet Union, the situation is 
still not totally settled. Without the strife between Azer- 
baijan and Armenia, it would have been a lot easier for 
Turkey to reach Central Asia. The present markets and 
commercial opportunities would have been better devel- 
oped. With the natural gas and oil pipelines, it is already 
evident that Turkey will become the energy terminal of 
the region. In addition, Turkey could become the major 
port for the transport of the raw materials of these 
countries to the world markets. This will increase Tur- 
key’s significance noticeably. 


I am hoping that at least the bloodshed in Azerbaijan and 
Armenia ends this year and the two sides will start 
negotiations. As a result, the road to Central Asia would 
be open. 


It is possible for the embargo against Iraq to be lifted in 
1995. This would be beneficial for Turkey. Despite the 
difficulties being experienced today, I am confident that 
positive steps will be taken towards a stable peace 
situation. Once the situation stabilizes, Turkish busi- 
nesses will find new job opportunities in the region. 


On the Turkish Economy: 


Despite the fact that during this past year Turkey lived 
through an economic crisis and a contraction of the 
economy, it did not default on or delay any of its foreign 
debt or interest payments. In the future as well Turkey 
won't have any difficulty in meeting its scheduled pay- 
ments. During this year the growth rate will again rise, 
and internal and foreign investments will increase. 
Eighty percent of Turkey's $18.5 billion in exports comes 
from industry. Our foreign exchange reserves are $18-20 
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billion and our trade balance $45 billion. Turkey is a 
dynamic country, especially through the strength of its 
efforts. 


Foreign Minister Discusses EU, Economy 
NC3001113095 Istanbul DUNYA in Turkish 20 Jan 95 
p4 


[Report by Perin Pigey: “Turkey Has No Problem 
Finding Foreigr Creditors To Lend It Money”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Ankara—The deputy prime min- 
ister and foreign minister, Murat Karayalcin, has said 
Turkey has no problem finding creditors abroad to lend 
it money. He also said the Social Democratic People’s 
Party [SDPP] has contributed toward all the decisions 
that have given a new direction to the country’s 
economy. 


Karayalcin answered questions put to him by DUNYA 
on economic decisions adopted on 5 April 1995, Tur- 
key’s foreign debts, the SDPP’s influence on the coali- 
tion government's economic decisions, and the Euro- 
pean Union [EU]. Stressing that Turkey has no problem 
finding creditors abroad, he asserted: ““What is impor- 
tant are the date, conditions, and cost of the debts we 
incur. That is a very technical issue, which is linked with 
international conditions.” 


Describing the first half of 1995 as a most favorable 
period for Turkey’s economy from the point of view of 
foreign debts, Karayalcin asserted: “Improving Turkey's 
credit rating was on the agenda. But the situation in 
Mexico forced creditors to be more careful and increase 
the cost of their credits by a few points.” 


Recalling criticism that the True Path Party [TPP] runs 
the economy and the SDPP does not share the respon- 
sibility, Karayalcin said his party regards the criticism as 
normal because the TPP holds the ministries that are 
directly related with the economy. But he said: “The 
basic decisions that give direction to the economy are 
drawn up in light of the views and proposals of the two 
parties’ pertinent establishments. The SDPP participates 
in the process at every stage. It would be useful to give an 
example. The decisions adopted on 5 April 1994 called 
for the first time for sharing the new financial burdens in 
accordance with the income of various sectors of the 
community. The salaries and wages of government 
employees and workers were not frozen. This created an 
opportunity to keep the loss of real income to the 
workers and employees at a low level. The principles 
defended by the SDPP have been included in the law on 
privatization. A unitary system has been adopted in the 
laws relating to taxation. All kinds of income are now 
subject to taxation.” 


Karayalcin stressed that he is not satisfied with the 
coordination in the work of the two parties in power. He 
said he had considered restructuring the SDPP for 
economic and administrative decisions to improve coor- 
dination between the two parties. He said: “! plan to 
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assign one of the SDPP ministers of state to coordination 
work on a higher political level. That will create an 
opportunity for us to coordinate our work on the polit- 
ical and ministerial levels in addition to the coordination 
we have on the technical and bureaucratic levels.” 


Asked about Turkey’s failure to achieve a positive result 
in Brussels on customs union, Karayalcin said: “I do not 
believe the outcome of the meeting on customs union 
was negative. Some circles tried hard to stop it meeting, 
but the Association Council did meet on 19 December. 
This showed the EU’s determination to maintain its 
relations with Turkey. The meeting established that 
Turkey’s economy is ready for customs union. True, the 
meeting failed to adopt a decision on realizing customs 
union. That was due to Greece’s opposition. But we hope 
and expect that the Association Council will adopt a 
decision for customs union when it meets on 7 March.” 


Asserting that customs union depends on fulfilling 
Turkish and EU obligations and responsibilities imme- 
diately, Karayalcin said: ““Turkey is making an intensive 
effort to fulfill the necessary legal and technical require- 
ments so that its legal and administrative procedures can 
be aligned with those of the EU. We expect the EU to act 
in a similar way. We expect it to render Greece’s obstruc- 
tions ineffective.” 


Asked whether he agreed that “the increase in the 
salaries for government employees in 1995 will create a 
significant burden on the economy,” Karayalcin said: 
“Taking measures to limit the increase in salaries is out 
of the question.” He also said that their objective is to 
effect an increase of 20 points above the rate of inflation, 
that is, if the rate of inflation is kept at the expected level. 


Karayalcin recalled that people on a fixed income suf- 
fered significantly in 1994. But he stressed that the 
requirements of the economic decisions of 5 April were 
realized that year. Stressing that the requirements of the 
economic decisions will be carefully fulfilled in 1995, 
Karayalcin assessed the economic decisions as follows: 
“The decisions that were adopted on 5 April were quite 
different from those that have been adopted for eco- 
nomic stability since 1946. They were drawn up by our 
government with the intention of having the people 
share the burden in accordance with their income. The 
burden was equally shared by the people in the past. Our 
government adopted the system for the first time in 
circumstances in which central administration influence 
was reduced to the minimum, the functions of the 
decisionmaking mechanisms in the administration were 
reduced, and foreign economic relations and the finan- 
cial system were liberalized. Several decisions were put 
into effect even before the local elections were held on 27 
March. Our government was the first administration to 
introduce solutions to many problems when it prepared 
for elections. The measures taken to establish the parity 
of foreign currencies, fix interest rates, and establish new 
prices can be given as an example. Former governments 
hesitated to solve those problems and allowed them to 
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worsen. Nine months are not enough to remove deficien- 
cies created over a long period. The decisions adopted on 
5 April were not aimed at solving every problem in nine 
months. We planned to solve the problems and improve 
the economy in two years, from 1994 to 1995. That was 
our objective. Stability has been established in our 
economy. Our government will draw up the seventh 
development plan in 1995. That will allow it to put into 
effect the new approach it has drawn up for Turkey 
during the past one and a half years.” 


Prospects of Relations With EU Under Santer Seen 


NC2801105995 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 24 Jan 95 pp 1, A8& 


{Report by Nazlan Ertan] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—As the foreign minis- 
ters of the European Union formally endorsed Jacques 
Santer as the group’s new chief executive on Monday [23 
January], Ankara signalled that it had high expectations 
of Santer and his commission. 


“Santer takes office at a time when relations between 
Turkey and the European Union are at a critical stage, 
requiring intense and comprehensive contacts,” a Foreign 
Ministry official told the TURKISH DAILY NEWS. “We 
hope that the commission will take an active role in the 
realization of the customs union with Turkey.” 


Ankara, which is edging toward a customs union with the 
15-member bloc, hopes the final go-ahead will be given 
at the political level during a Turco-EU Association 
Council meeting scheduled for March 6. But the Com- 
mission has signalled that even if the Association 
Council ratifies the customs union, the Commission 
would call for a second meeting in September or October 
to check if Turkey had fulfilled its technical and eco- 
nomic obligations. 


“The Commission is the guardian of legal obligations— 
this includes the agreements between Turkey and the 
European Union toward the realization of the customs 
union,” the diplomat said, in a clear reference to the 
Turco-EU Association Agreement of 1963 and the 
Added Protocol of 1970, which set the establishment of 
a customs union as the third stage in Turco-EU relations. 
Turkish diplomats tentatively acknowledge the relief 
they feel over the departure of Jacques Delors, who, at 
times, startled Ankara with his remarks. 


Only last month, Delors said in an interview on French 
television that he was “‘against Turkey’s membership in 
the European Union under the present conditions.” 


“The Turks should give some pledge on human rights 
before the realization of the customs union,” Delors said 
in the interview, in which he disclosed that he would not 
be running as a candidate for the French presidency. 
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Turkish diplomats also resent the fact that Delors, who 
was the head of the Commission for a decade, never 
visited Turkey. “It would only be natural to expect that 
this visit would be made by Santer,” the Turkish dip- 
lomat said. “Clearly, before the realization of the cus- 
toms union and after, we will need frequent contact at all 
levels.” 


Turkish Foreign Ministry Undersecretary Ozdem San- 
berk, accompanied by the ministry's EU chief, Akin 
Alptuna, will meet with some of the commissioners this 
week. 


Yet, despite Ankara’s hopes for “better and more 
intense” ties with Santer, there are two main points 
Causing concern in the capital among those dealing with 
Turco-EU relations. First of all, it is probable that Santer 
will be no less hard-spoken on Turkey’s human rights 
than his predecessor. Santer has already indicated that 
human rights would be placed high on his list. In a 
speech to the European Parliament in Strasbourg :ast 
week, he promised to devote special attention to human 


rights. 


Santer has been the prime minister of Luxembourg, a 
tough critic of Turkish human rights. The last time this 
small state criticized Turkey was during an EU ministe- 
rial meeting held before the Association Council was tc 
convene on Dec. 19. Luxembourg joined Greece in 
objecting to the realization of the customs union, citing 
the imprisonment of former Democracy Party deputies 
as the reason. 


“This was the position of Luxembourg. Now Santer has 
become the EU chief executive and it is a new game,” the 
Turkish diplomat said. 


Secondly, Turkey's hopes that the Commission, which 
has so far appeared to favor a customs union with 
Turkey, would flex its muscles against the generally- 
hostile European Parliament may be nipped in bud with 
Santer. 


Even before he formally took his post, Santer indicated 
that he would “‘work closely” with the Parliament, rather 
than confront it, as Delors did often. 


Under the Maastricht Treaty, the European Parliament, 
after years of neglect, has gained new powers, making EU 
governments and the European Commission sit up and 
take notice. According to diplomatic observers, Santer 
will head the decision-making European Commission 
into a new era marked by consolidation. While pledging 
to push ahead with the EU’s plans, Santer says he will 
emphasize a practical approach and will promote com- 
promise with member governments. 


“The degree of compromise with governments may be 
crucial,” the diplomat said, clearly referring to the insis- 
tent Greek attempts to tie the customs union to a firm 
EU commitment to Greek Cypriot membership of the 
Union. 
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Interior Minister’s Moscow Visit Detailed 
NC2801102295 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 25 Jan 95 pp 1, A& 


[Report by Umit Erginsoy] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Moscow—lInterior Minister 
Nahit Mentese ended a two-day visit to Moscow on 
Tuesday [24 January] on high note, despite tensions 
between the two countries on a number of issues ranging 
from the alleged activities of the Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party (PKK) in Russia, to Ankara’s position on Mos- 
cow’s military operation against Chechnya. 


Mentese told reporters at the end of his visit that he had 
secured an agreement in principle from his Russian 
counterpart Viktor Yerin against efforts by the PKK, 
which is banned in Turkey, to expand its activities into 
Russia. 


A protocol signed by Mentese and Russia’s Deputy 
Prime Minister Oleg Soskovets prior to the Turkish 
interior minister’s departure from Moscow also codified 
the political will on both sides to cooperate against 
crossborder terrorism aimed at the two countries. 


' der the relevant article of the protocol, the two sides 
agreed furthermore to embark on effective cooperation 
against terrorism and also to exchange information in 
this area. Meanwhile, a written statement from the 
Russian Interior Ministry on Tuesday categorically 
denied reports in the Turkish media quoting unnamed 
Russian officials as saying the PKK was considered a 
legitimate organization by Moscow and that therefore its 
activities could not be prevented. 


The statement said these claims in the Turkish press 
were “received with astonishment” and denied all alle- 
gations that Russia was assisting any terrorist group 
operating in other countries. 


“The Interior Ministry of the Russian Federation, 
regardless of its origin, is of the view that all terrorist 
activities on Russian territory must be prevented” the 
statement said. Russian Interior Minister Viktor Yerin 
for his part told the TURKISH DAILY NEWS that 
“terrorists would not be allowed to engage in any sub- 
versive activities against Turkey from Russian soil.” 


Mentese also disclosed that he had been given assurances 
at the highest level in Moscow by Soskovets, of Russia's 
desire to continue doing business with Turkey, especially 
in the area of natural gas. 


He said the problems that arose from time to time in the 
transfer of natural gas to Turkey had been communi- 
cated to the Russian side and the latter had said it would 
do its best to overcome these difficulties. 


Mentese also expressed special satisfaction at Russia's 
decision to deliver 52 of the BTR-80 armoured per- 
sonnel carriers to be sold to Turkey and said he had told 
Soskovets that Ankara also wanted to see the delivery of 
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nine Mi-17 helicopters, for which an agreement has been 
signed between the two countries. Mentese recalled that 
the agreement on preventing double taxation, signed 
previously between the two countries, had been ratified 
by the Turkish Parliament. He said he had conveyed to 
his Russian interlocutors Turkey’s desire to see the 
Russian legislature ratify the agreement as soon as pos- 
sible. The Turkish interior minister’s two-day visit took 
place amid growing suspicions that Moscow was using 
the “Kurdish card” against Turkey to counterbalance 
what it sees as Ankara’s interference in matters related to 
Russia’s Turkic and Muslim minorities. 


According to information given to reporters by Mentese 
and other Turkish officials in Moscow, Interior Minister 
Yerin, during his talks with the Turkish side, termed the 
PKK, which is waging a separatist war in southeast 
Anatolia, a “terrorist” organization. 


Yerin reportedly also promised to intervene with the 
Russian Ministry for Justice in connection with this 
organization. Russian officials also rejected a claim in 
the Turkish press that Yerin had told Mentese that the 
leader of the PKK, Abdullah Ocalan, had sought a visa 
from Russia and had been refused. Following a meeting 
with Soskovets on Tuesday, Mentese also told reporters 
that both claims reported in the Turkish press were 
wrong and underlined that during their talks. Yerin had 
not said anything about Ocalan seeking a visa from 
Russia. The Turkish chief of security, Mehmet Agar, 
who accompanied Mentese, for his part told Turkish 
reporters in Moscow that his Russian counterparts had 
told him the PKK was not strong in Russia and that this 
subject was being grossly exaggerated by the Turkish 
media. 


Official sources in Moscow also indicated that two 
leading members of the now banned pro-Kurdish 
Democracy Party (DEP), which was closed by the 
Turkish Constitutional Court, had not received the 
attention they expected in Russia at a press conference 
they organized over the weekend. 


The same sources said that efforts by these pro-Kurdish 
deputies to seek support for the self-declared “Kurdish 
parliament in exile” did not command much attention in 
Moscow either and that the Russian media remained 
oblivious on the whole as far as the activities of these 
pro-Kurdish politicians were concerned. 


Analysts in the Russian capital are, however, indicating 
that despite assurances from Moscow that it would not 
turn a blind eye to the activities of the PKK, these 
activities are nevertheless continuing in different ways 
and at different levels. 


They are also indicating that it is not clear whether these 
activities will be allowed to continue following Mentese’s 
visit or not. 


One of the main areas of concern communicated by 
Mentese to his Russian counterpart is said to be the 
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existence of a “Kurdish House” in Moscow operating 
under the guise of a cultural organization, but in fact 
representing PKK interests. Officials on the Turkish side 
say that the fate of this Kurdish House and whether it 
will continue to operate or not will be the “acid test” in 
terms of the assurances given by Yerin to Mentese. 


Analysts in Moscow also indicate that the PKK, in its 
effort to internationalize the Kurdish issue, is also trying 
to mobilize the support of the Kurds living in Russia and 
the lands of the former Soviet Union. 


Merger Between SDPP, RPP Viewed 


Leadership Dispute 
TA2801132195 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1100 GMT 28 Jan 95 


[Zafer Kiraz video report from Ataturk Sports Stadium 
in Ankara] 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] The confusion with regard to 
the merger between the Social Democratic Populist 
Party [SDPP] and the Republican People’s Party [RPP] 
is continuing, following developments over the past 24 
hours. According to a report I just received, SDPP 
Secretary General Mustafa Timisi issued the following 
announcement: In view of Mr. Baykal’s speech at the 
RPP congress today and the recent developments, the 
SDPP has decided to withdraw from the joint SDPP- 
RPP congress in order to prevent a possible confronta- 
tion and to avoid an adverse effect on the future process. 


[passage omitted] 


1 would like to recount to you the developments since 
yesterday. During the joint meeting of the SDPP Party 
Council and the assembly group, SDPP leader Murat 
Karayalcin called on everyone to choose a joint leader. 
Meanwhile, RPP leader Deniz Baykal held a news con- 
ference at parliament at around 1630 and declared 
himself a candidate for leader of the united leftist party. 
The really unexpected development occurred a while 
later when Karayalcin announced at a meeting of his 
party's district leaders that he had appointed the SDPP’s 
honorary leader, Erdal Inonu, as the candidate for the 
leadership of the new party. Karayalcin also said he had 
reached an agreement with Baykal on this matter. 
According to Karayaicin, the proposal for a joint candi- 
date was accepted by Baykal, who had indicated that he 
would accept such an option if the candidate is Aydin 
Guven Gurkan or Erdal Inonu. Karayalcin recounted 
that after receiving Baykal’s agreement, he visited Inonu 
at his home, but Inonu told him he would not be a 
candidate for leader. Consequently, Karayalcin 
announced that he is appointing Inonu candidate for 
leader of the unified party until the first congress of the 
new party. Inonu did not issue any statements on the 
subject. In his statement at RPP Headquarters later in 
the evening, Baykal said that Inonu’s candidacy was not 
relayed to him before the prearranged deadline and, 
therefore, he announced his candidacy and he will not 
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change his decision. Mumtaz Soysal, who spoke to 
Inonu, revealed that Inonu had told him that he would 
accept the appointment if he is the only candidate. 


The first development leading to the current confusion 
occurred after the SDPP Party Council views on the 
subject were announced early this morning. Karayalcin 
announced the views of the SDPP Party Council around 
0330. He said that the merger congress cannot convene 
unless the agreement that was reached is approved by 
1000, the scheduled time for the RPP congress, or a new 
agreement is reached between the sides. 


[Begin Karayalcin recording] Our Party Council believes 
that if the agreement reached has not been approved or 
a new agreement is not reached by 1000, the starting 
time of the RPP congress, the implementation protocol 
approved by our congress on 24 December 1944— 
including the provision on the establishment of the 


FBIS-WEU-95-019 
30 January 1995 


chairmanship council—cannot be put into effect and 
therefore the merger congress cannot convene. [end 
recording] [passage omitted] 


Leader Proposed 
TA2901113695 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1100 GMT 29 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The leaders of the Republican 
People’s Party [RPP] and the Social Democratic Popu- 
list Party [SDPP] have decided to unite under the RPP. 
The two leaders decided to propose that SDPP 
Gaziantep Deputy Hikmet Cetin be the leader of the 
RPP after the merger. It has been announced that the 
merger congress will convene next weekend and the new 
party leader will be elected in a congress to be held the 
following weekend. 
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